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PREFACE.

THE first part of the sketch of Mr. Lincoln’s life herewith pre-
sented to the public, was mainly prepared for the press in June,
1860—only slight modifications having been made, and brief
additions, so as to embrace the period terminating with his inau-
guration. This portion of the work ‘embodies a condensed view
of Mr. Lincoln’s speeches, which can not fail to interest the
attentive student, who seeks for information concerning his early
political life. The second part, after a summary of National
events immediately preceding March 4, 1861, gives a condensed
history of Mr. Lincoln’s Administration, including a narrative of
military operations, down to the present time. The most import-
ant public papers, addresses and occasional letters of the Presi-
dent, will also be found in the following pages.

Tt has been the fortune of Mr. Lincoln to be called to the Chief
Magistracy, at an epoch when a 10ng—méturing conspiracy for the
dismemberment of the Union has culminated in a war of unpre-
cedented magnitude. The President, tried as none of his prede-
cessors ever were, has so wisely exercised his power as to
command the hearty support of all loyal men at home, and the
admiration of enlightened thinkers, unperverted by anti-demo-
cratic prejudice in Europe. It was a late member of the British

Parliament who pointed out single passages from an address of

Mr. Lincoln, as worth “all that Burke ever wrote.” His able |

statesmanship has justified the confidence of the people, whilg
his sterling qualities of heart, his humane sympathies, his purity
of life, and his power of winning the love and trust of his coun-
trymen, have contributed to deepen the earnestness of .the popu-

lar wish for his continuance, during another term, in the high.

office he providentially fills.
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iv PREFACE.

It is hardly to be hoped that the present attempt to treat so
wide a subject, within so small a compass, will satisly all readers.
Many minor details, of special interest to individuals, have neces-
sarily been omitted. . Some accounts of military and naval under-
takings, which might, of themselves, have filled an entire volume,

have been given with perhaps a disappointing brevity. It must

suffice to say, here, that no pains have been spared—as no requi-

site facilities for obtaining correct data have been lacking—to
make the work not only trustworthy and complete in regard to
matters of salient interest, but also as acceptable as possible to

all classes of loyal readers.
Wasmiyerox, D. C., May 14, 1864. J.H.:B:

The Third Part of this work comprises the events of the last
year of Mr. Lincoln’s life, with his public papers and addresses
of the same period, as well as many letters and speeches of an
earlier date, not given in the previous parts. The summary of
the closing campaigns of the war has been prepaied with care,
as well as the political history of the time. No year of the
nation’s existence has been more memorable than that commenc-
ing on the 1st of May, 1864. Before its close, a gigantic rebellion
was finally crushed, and our great and good President, after
witnessing the triumph of his labors, fell a martyr to the cause
he had so firmly upheld through the darkest hours. Would that
the work were more worthy the theme. ' No name will be more
sacred in our country’s annals, or more perpetual in the memory
of the world, than that of ABramam LiINCOLN.

W asamxerow, D. C., July 20, 1865. ‘ J,H B




