
CNI-ARL DIGITAL 
SCHOLARSHIP PLANNING 
WORKSHOP 
 SPACE & PLACE 

Joan K. Lippincott 
Coalition for Networked Information (CNI) 
 
Brown University    November 10, 2017 



Is Space Important? 

NCSU Hunt Library – Under Construction 



Is Place Important? 

Courtesy of Florida Institute of Technology – Digital Scholarship Laboratory 



Places Help Create a Sense of 
Community 

The Kitchen Table – Greenhouse Studio – U. Connecticut 
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Space is One Aspect of Digital Scholarship 
Programs 

Joan K. Lippincott 



Places Provide Venues for Programs & 
Activities: Project Space 

The CURVE Georgia State U.  



Places Provide Venues for Programs & 
Activities: Group Spaces 

Duke University – The Edge 



Places Provide Venues for Programs & 
Activities: Specialized Tools 

Duke University – The Edge 
Duke U. – The Edge 



Places Provide Venues for Programs & 
Activities: Specialized Tools 

Courtesy of Florida Institute of Technology – Digital Scholarship Laboratory 
 



Places Provide Venues for Programs & 
Activities: Consultation Space 

Emory Center for Digital Scholarship – Google Images 



Places Provide Venues for Programs & 
Activities: Consultation Space 

  
Northeastern U. Digital Scholarship Center 



Places Provide Venues for Programs & 
Activities: Consultation Space 

Willson Center DigiLab – U. Georgia – from Google Images 



Places Provide Venues for Programs & 
Activities: Consultation Space 

Bucknell U. Digital Scholarship Center 



Places Provide Venues for Programs & Activities: 
Workshop Space 

Arduino Workshop at McMaster U. Centre for Digital Scholarship  



 
Places Provide Venues for Programs & Activities: 
Workshop Space 

Claremont Colleges Libraries 



Places Provide Venues for Programs & 
Activities: Workshop Space 

Research Commons – The Ohio State U. https://library.osu.edu/researchcommons/  



Places Provide Venues for Programs & 
Activities: Class Space 

Georgia State U. The CURVE 



Places Provide Venues for Programs & 
Activities: Class Space 

Courtesy of Florida Institute of Technology – Digital Scholarship Laboratory 
 



Places Provide Venues for Programs & 
Activities: Visualization 

NCSU Hunt Library Visuatization Lab 



Places Provide Venues for Programs & 
Activities: Virtual Reality 

NCSU Hill Library – Virtual Reality Station 



Places Provide Venues for Programs & 
Activities: Makerspace 

Hill Library NCSU 



Places Provide Venues for Programs & 
Activities: Fellows Space 

University of Virginia Scholars’ Lab 
http://scholarslab.org/graduate-fellowships/ 



Places Provide Venues for Programs & 
Activities: Fellows Space 

McMaster U. Centre for Digital Scholarship 



Places Provide Venues for Programs & 
Activities: Taking Breaks 

McMaster U. Centre for Digital Scholarship 



Places Provide Venues for Programs & 
Activities: Taking Breaks 

Duke U. The Edge 



Digital Scholarship Facilities Can 
Incorporate 
• Consultation areas 
• Space for long term 
project work 

• Work areas for fellows 
• Workshop areas 
• Project display area 
• Reception areas 
•  Informal spaces for 
conversation 

• Staff space 

• Visualization walls 
• Makerspaces 
• Specialized hardware – 
plotters, scanners, dual 
monitor computers 

• Specialized software – 
GIS, statistical analysis, 
visualization 

• Augmented/virtual reality 
facilities 

• Workstations for group 
projects 



Why is a library a good place for a digital scholarship 
center? 
• Mission to support (e-)research and (digital) scholarship 
• Bring together expensive technologies for use by all 

campus departments 
• Bring together expertise to serve all campus departments 
• Support graduate and undergraduate students 

independently or through coursework 
• BUT… What if few people know what’s available? 



Promoting Via Digital Signage 

Taylor Family Digital Library – University of Calgary 



Promoting Via Digital Signage 

NCSU Hunt Library 



Promoting Via Digital Signage 

George Mason U. Fenwich Library 



Displaying Products of Digital Scholarship 

UCLA Young Research Library 



Displaying Products of Digital Scholarship 

NCSU Hunt Library 



Honoring Donors 

Courtesy of Florida Institute of Technology – Digital Scholarship Laboratory 
 



Hosting Events 

Emory Center for Digital Scholarship – Google Images  



Hosting Events 

Photo from The CURVE – Georgia State U. 



Conveying information on websites 

https://digi.uga.edu/about/ 



Conveying information on websites 

https://digi.uga.edu/digilab/ 



Making spaces and programs visible 
online 

http://digitalscholarship.emory.edu/ 



Making spaces and programs visible 
online 

http://www.library.pitt.edu/digital-scholarship-commons 



Making spaces and programs visible 
online 

http://web.library.yale.edu/dhlab 



Planning Questions 
• What are your top priorities that have implications for 

physical space? 
• Will your digital scholarship places be in one space or in 

multiple spaces? 
• How do you envision staff in the space? 
• How will your space build community? 
• How will you promote what you offer? 
• How can you ensure flexibility for changes in programs 

and technologies? 



Web resources 
http://www.cni.org/events/cni-workshops/digital-scholarship-centers-cni-
workshop/ 
• Workshop agenda and 

PPTs, report, profiles 
• Report from 2016 

workshop 
https://www.cni.org/events/
cni-workshops/dscw16 

• ARL profiles http://
www.arl.org/focus-areas/
scholarly-communication/
digital-scholarship/digital-
scholarship-support 



Thank you! 
• Joan K. Lippincott 
•  joan@cni.org 
• https://www.cni.org/
about-cni/staff/joan-k-
lippincott 

• All photos are my own 
unless otherwise 
indicated 

• Photo: Joan visiting 
Hunt Library at NC 
State U. 

 


