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Student protest is visible, highly vocal, in-
creasingly miliÈant and feared by many to be inter-
connected world-wide.

rn the last few months, it has closed down
several great universit.ies, fomented civil strife
and altered political careers in more than twenty
countries. Indeed, if one accepts Richard Neustadtrs
definition of power as "the effective influence upon
the conduct of others r " thenffiFpower is no
longer a chimera. It is a reality which has similar
characterj-stics even though its form may vary from
country to country.

Students are an elite and volatil-e group--to a
great degree imbued with an almost mystical faith
in the ability of an aroused "people" to generate
reform and with a marked distrust of governmental
bureaucracy. They have a knack for being among the
first to espouse unpopular causes and have been quick
to call society to account for its shortcomings.

Student rebelliöusness is noÈ a recent
phenomenon. It predaües the universiÈy: it was
commonplace in ancient Athens and in impêriaI Rome.
Socrates complained woefully that the students of
his time had "bad manners, contempt for authority,
disrespect for older people. " In the Thirteenth
Century students in Paris elected their professors
and the illuminecl texts of the time describe the
rampag'es of medieval English students who burned
lecture.halls and sacked nearby villages when their
wishes brere unheeded.

However, it was not urrtil- the early Nineteenth
Century, following the rise of the nation-state, that.
students became an important force for social and
political change. They were in the forefront of the
revolutions in 1848 in Germany and Austria, went "to
the people" in Czarist Russia, and to their deaths or
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exile in 1905. At home and abroad, African and

Asian students agitated against colonial regimes
ã"ii"g-ti," i_r,l"iúur and póst Vüor1d Vüar II periods.

During the 1950s, aroused students figured in
thedownfal].ofPeroninArgentinainlg55andPerez
Jiminez in Venezuela in 1958; students rashly en-
couraged rmre-Ñágy and fought-Russian Èanks in
ã"aãpË"t i_n octàÉår-novembár 1956 r âs t,hey- seemed pf ê-

ã"rãã-1" ¿" in behärf of Gomutka during Poland's
al1 too brief--"Oãtober" ot the same year. Rioting
;;;";;;" students forced cancelration of President
Eisenhower,s ¿;i; io tokyo and the ouster of the
Kishi Government in 1960-' That same year' Korean

;¡;ä;"4= were in the van of the anti-Rhee riots
in Seouf and in rurkey they took to the streets
against Menderes.

In the United Stat'es, beginning early in 19'60 '
students =rrppii.d much of' the manpohter and inspira-
tion for the ðivi1 Rights Movement. At' first tenta-
ti"ãrv-""a th;; titrt lrowing confidence' American

=t"ããit" used the sitlin and. similar tactics to con-
f the south--aPPealing
gic but influential Pub-
of Mobile or Birmingham'

eir satisfaction that the
rkt indeed' many came
the conviction that

Student'activism depends for much of its

"tt.r,gih-'ã" 
trtã-*"v-it iã regarded.by the adult

citizenry. In mosl Western óountries' at least'
there has rong Ëãã" " feeling tl?t politics is- not
a propet '.t.rrå iot students ' This notion has been

"tiã"äthened 
by-the fact that in Europe and the

united.states ãtudent movements hitherto have proved

transitory and vulnerable to fragmentation'

The incidence in the past of student demonstra-
tions in widei;--;;p;;ated þr"9?:' tlt Middle Easf'
Japan , oY .rr"t'lãt'in emeriäa did not excite undue

concein in the U.S.--even when such outbreaks im-
interests, as in the case
¡órtive triP t'o TokYo in
d by all but' a few or \^¡ere
easonal madness.
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fn many countries, however, student. politicalactivism has been a *oi. durablá prtã"o*.rron and be-cause of its durability has been ä""å*moaated in thepolitical process. Arlentine 
"1"ãã"i" won recognitionof . their poritical rigñts and a role in the ad.min_istration of the univãrsities i"-it,ã cordoba reformof 191-8. Tlat reform opened the door to many abusesand is at the rooÈ of müch of the ¿iiricurty whichbesets Latin American .du"uti""--toaäi, but i-t hasserved to sanction student poliÈicar-activiiy lð-ti,.extent that participation iä cam;us organizations moreoften than not consiitutes 

"ntré'iã ãa,.,rt careers ingovernmenÈ and law. Since World !ùar ff, Japanesådemonstrations have becorne so common a tactic of thepolitical opposit rken for grantedand occur wiÈhin , by the public.Japanese studenr i ruåi_r.g|ii*ãråplace in the legi donesian studentswere a bulwark of sukarno's regime for most of itsexistence--but- Èurned against ñi*-¡ãã.,r". of hissuspected complicity in the attemptãã-co**rrrrist coupof 1965. African st.udents are xenophobic; accordedspecial recognition-and priviregã;,-t'ñ.v hunger aftermore tangible rewards anã pose a threat to severalgovernments.

Campus activisn may not be the central_ j.ssue ofour times; but none othãr now excites a greater response.Those who view Èhe diËsidents as fled¡ring conspiratorsare constrained to brame too permissiíe parents. oriackadaisicar. teactrei=.-.'- so*" point to a generar break_down in public morality for thã unease which-permeatesso. many campuses. others credit the dissideni" ,iiÀ ,"_acting Èo the oppressive demand; ;;-"; outmodededucational syslem and to the giowirrg-'i*p"rsonal.izationof. everlg.v life, ro. srasnarioñ, ¿; ;";iäi-r;j;;;r;;.Ygt... third grgyp poinr riirt, atárm tã ir," inf luenceof' the mass mediã-r-warning that radio and terevisionhave a curious "three-dimánsiorrut;;-qùaiity which exposessham and stimulates discontent. rhe're is no sirnpleexplanation.
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The interplay of emotions, ideologies, and at-
titudes which constitute the motive force behind youth-
fu1 dissidence is infinitely complex. Those who would
lead the dissidents, oY stay a step ahead of them' are
constrained to identify and exploit issues which promise
the support of a wide fotlowing. Quite naturally, some
issues prove more meaningful and therefore evoke a greater
response. Naturally, too, the issues change or are re-
placed by broader demands as protest develops and a con-
frontation with authority ensues, At Columbia University,
for exampler âD ad hoc protest against an administra-
tion decision toGrõõ a much disputed gymnasium was
transformed by the effects of ouÈside intervention into
an assault on the structure of the university ítself-
But by far the largest number of students who partici-
pated toward the close of the crisis were moved to do
so out of indignation over what they regarded as po-
lice brutality. A similar evolution of issues and sub-
stitution of Largets took place during the French dis-
orders in May.

This substitution of issues and broadening of de-
mands has been dubbed "expedient escalationism" by
Zbigniew Brzezinski. It often begins with a Series
of minor confrontation.s between university authori-
ties and a small band of dissenters whose complaints
are limited €o some facet of university life. The
authorities do not entertain whatever proposals the
dissenters are advocating--either because they are
too far removed from day-to-day developments within
the university to appreciate what is occurring or_
because they ãre unsure of their own position and pre-
fer to þrociastinate in the hope that time alone will
solve the problem. The dissenters, rebuffed' become
increasingly vocal and search out allies among other
students ót-, crucially, among facult,y members who have
their own grievances.

There follows a series of "dress rehearsals, "
such as attempts to interrupt ROTC exhibitions or to
mar faculty cõnvocatíons in honor of visiting digni-
taries. Iñ some ínstances, the dissenters are turned
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are assaulLed--as
clique, the occident'
ist students. The author-
nistrative sanctions
ear of calling attention

to a situation going out of their control"

perhaps the arrest of a
iay, electrif ies the com-
-iñ follows, and the
th the aufhorities.
idenÈs direct'}Y, hourever I

theauthoritieswelcometheadventofself.appointed
*iãai.*.t, ortã" åisgruntled faculty members' - Th"
brokers attemfl--tã-ãíarif' the issuãs and in doing so

prolong t'he crisis "

sides, the dissidents seek
demanding more and more,

ribble out Piecemeal con-

rashly invoke force without-=ãã"èit..". BYstanders uT: i
and a cause celebre results '

Sociologists ha¡¡e come
more and more ParticiPanls a

calizationt ihere is 1ittl
Jfifleltffi-¿¡t¿ less evidence
students remain radícalized
tion of combat is Past'

Certaínconsiderationsbecomeextremelyimportant
to the leader- He must seek to sustain the pLotest'

olvement will tend to
ts effects, and touch a

-students and non-students
or Point of sensitivity'
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