


rn every country the militants are a small minoriti,but a minority abre to weave a strand of vague, inchoaterésentments into fulminant protest. The reáders of pro-test have learned that there is much to protest about.The reasons for this go beyond the revolùtion in commu-nications or mere leadership techniques. They have todo with the gulf between sõc_iety's institutiõns and thepeopre those institutions are c1eåigned to serve. Nextto the surface almost everywhere aie complaints whichgrow out of the conditions of student liie and a demandfor university reform. poor administration-i"curty-stu-dent relations, inadeguate facilities, outmoded cuiricula,bureaucratic licensing requirements, ;'sudden death,'examinations f9r the purpose of reducing swollenenrollments--all provide fuer for discontent.
And there are issues which gro'r out of the imaqewhich students have of society--íts impersonuiitvr-'

bureaucracy,- and t_he ponderousness of its politiåárdynamics. The real activists view the univ"r"r_w -,o_rly a proximate cause, the foe close at harid. Ë"i-them, the real enemy is distant from the scene. rtis society organized for efficiency at the expenseof the individual, a treadmill thai destroys initia-tive and traps the unwary.

ïn an era of g1obal stalemate, they find theslogans of the cold war singularry unco-nvincing,the resurgence of the rgth õenturjr nation-state inDe Gaul1e's Fifth Repubric anachrónisticr ând theparticipationlof ruling and opposition párties incoalition governments which sómetimes hãve the parlia-
mentary. supporÈ of communists as proof that tatler-day politics are a charade.

Thege at.titudes, particularly in Europe, are aconseguehce of the failure of social and póliticalinstitutions to accommodate themselves to theremarkable economic strides of the postwar period,the absenèe of compelling ideologicãl issues, such asthose embodied in the1930s in the spanish civil war,and Èhe diminution everywhere of moial authority. uányporitical parties--for example, the sociarists inItaly, France and Germâûyr. tñe Anti-Revolutionary
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Party in the Netherlands, the Republicans and Mon-

archists in Italy, the Communists in.most places--no
1;;;;;-árã i"",r"iåtiented or responsive to the needs

ãi Étt. constituencies they purport to represent' A

younger generation finds government bureaucracy--es-
'pããiáirv-i" rtaty, France, spain, Portugar' and the
Netherlata=--""1íquatea, "''*Ë"tsome' 

and in the hands

;;;-;;;eration tliat came to power twenty-five.years
ãä"-uåã i"*"i"" commitred morã to preserving i.s
ãúir,ãritv than to utili zing political po\^rer to reno-
vate societY.

FrenchstudentsbitterlycriticizeDeGaulle's,'arbitrariness, " his fascination with nuclear arma-

ments at the ;;p";;; ãr rtarv needed public't9lk?:
rriã-ãi"tegard oi public opinion' and the man¡'rer r-n

which he stageJ-påriãai-. ãlections ro legitimize his
"mandate" and-peipetuate what they consider to be

one-man rule. 
-enã they are no more attracted to

De Gaul1e's pretensions to national glory' 3"-Yi!-
;;=;-;;iai ðár,"-Bendiils rejecrion in March 1968

ãi-;national ftags and frontiers'"

Fe$l single issues can impel large numbers of
stuaenis t" áã*o""iiate, although th9 role of the
united States-in--worra affairs, particularly US in-
volvement in viãtnam, is most evocative' rt is es-

ñ;i;îit "" :-"-iñ" unitea srares where students who

are critical of ^American policy and- who regard se-
iããti"" service as *a means for quashing dissent are
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distressed by the prospect of being coerced into sup-porting physically a course of action to which theyobject on moral grounds

Abroad, local US involvement and the atlegedrole of the central rntelligence Agency providã abackdrop againsÈ which to mount a protest over thevietnam war--the first major conflict in the life-time of the dissenters" oppositíon to American in-volvement in southeast Asia and to the North AttanticTreaty Organization is fueled in Germany, for ex-alnle, by the Kiesinger governmenÈ's advocacy ofthe so-caLled Emergency Laws and the dlstrusi which
many students have of government by coalition.Egyptian students, hypêrsensitive lo the appealsof Arab nationalism, see American participãiion ina "zionist conspiracy" aimed at eslablishing rsraeli
hegemony in the Middle East and blame the róut ofArab troops by the rsraelis in June 1967 on us aid.ïn Argentina and Brazil students take to the streetsagainst unpopular military regimes which they areconvinced are maintained in power through us'support.rn Panama and Mexico they do so out of resentment
over malfeasance or corruption of one-party rule--but always against a backdr,p of US involvãment.

rn communist, countries, anti-American demonstra-tions can be deceptive; they are hardly a validmanifestation of stuäent dissidence. Ãnomie never-theless exists. nussiþn students resent the heavy-
handed attempts of party leaders to bolster a myoþic
vÍew of histôry. Dismayed by the revelaiion ofStalin's perfidy and thé fall of Khrushchev, they
have been guick Èo ask whether the soviet system- isat fault. They have turned back in upon thãmserves,
according to most accounÈs, seàrching for a ne$¡
value system grounded in individuaL worth. polish
and Yugoslav students, far from seeking to overturn
the communist state, hope Èo nudge it into furfilling
its avowed goals and have rioted against the obstructive
tactics of'party bureaucrats who bár Èhe advance of
a younger and betÈer educated generation.

The children of a generally affluenÈ genera-
tion--West or East--are less concerned witñ matters
of economic livelihood or the challenge of building
a revoluÈionary state on the ruins of autocratic
rule than urere Èheir faÈhers and some, ât 1east, are
deeply engrossed in matters of life-style.
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As a general observation, student activism has
emerged in times of political flux, when social
valuãs have been subject t'o challenge. The mid-
1960s are such a time. The concern with which present-
day activism is viewed by many is traceable, of
.oür"., to the violence which somet j-mes accompani-es
it. It also is due to puzzlement over the ultimate
objectives of the protesters, who arise out of stu-
aeit bodies drawn from a far wider social base than
before, and apprehension over the number of people
who might becòme involved if protest truly is syTp-
tomaÈiõ of a deeply rooted malaise. There also is
a vague feeling that Èhe dissidents are likely to
provã more effãctive with time and the opportunities
àfforded Èhem by expanding communications.

Next to defense, education is the biggest' busi-
ness of the modern state--and the greatest need of
the underdeveloped countries. University popula-
tions have more than doubled world-wide in ten years.
There are 600rOO0 students in France and 350'000 in
the united Kingdom. The Federal Republic, which has
37OrOO0 in its universities, anticipates 500r000
by iglO. The USSR has It?00,000 fu1l-time university
students. Japan, whi.ch like the united states has
committed itsãtf to the goal of mass education, has
more than orde mitlion. There are more than six mil-
Iion Americans enrolled in coJ-leges and universities.

This implosion has strained facilities in all
but, a few coüntries; the construction of buildings
and the expansion of faculty have not kepÈ pace'
ñãit¡rãi ha's pedagogy made aãequate_use of modern in-
venÈion" The sitúaúion is especially critical in the
great metropolitan universities abroad t ê'9't in-Paris'
ñ.ome, Buenos Aires, Rio, where scores of thousands
of siudents live for long periods of time in host'els
and tenements under condltions approaching genuine
hardship. At the Sorbonne , f.ot example, more than
1OOr000 students live in congested.quarters and
stuáy in obsolescent buildings designed for far
fewer than half that number.
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More important than antiquated buildings and
crowded living conditions, however, has been the
failure of university authorities and faculties to
modernize administrative techniques, reform curricula
to meet the needs of an increasingly technological so-
ciety t oy improve teaching methods. Many courses have
little if any relevance to contemporary 1ife. Degree
requÍ-rements dating back a hundred years force
a student to commit to memory great bodies of ir-
relevant data.

Many of the nevr generation of European and
Latin American and Asian students are from lower-
or lower-middle-class famil-ies; they have first-
hand knowledge of the socioeconomic ilIs of the
day. They arrive at the university with high ex-
pectations and an acute appreciation of the type of
course content which is likely to prove functional
in their lives. All too often the reality does not
live up to expectation.

There is an unmistakable correl-ation between
academic discipline and propensity to protest.
While iÈ is somewhat misleading to generalize, stu-
dents enrolled in professionaJ- schools, such as La\^r,
Medicine, or Engineerirg, seldom are found among
campus demonstrators. lVhere there are exceptions, as
in parts of Latin America where medicine ís regarded
as a "Iiberal" undertaking, the explanation usually
can be traced to the e,ffects of emigration on a uni-
versity faculty or to ä significant event in the de-
velopment ofqthe particular school.

Professional and preprofessional students are
vocationally oriented; they are obliged to master a
clearly defined body of data and to submit to regular
examinations designed Èo test their progressive skil1
in applying that data.

The protesters come from what are described as
the Liberal ArÈs--precisely the faculties which have
had to absorb the brunt of increasíng enrollments and
which are hard pressed to maintain any semblance of
high standards.

Except in the United States, there is too little
information to shed any light on the character, academic
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standing, etc., of mo9!- of the prominent stu-
dent dissiden¿å. Men like Rudi Dutschke or Karl
Ji.tri.tt wotff of west Berrin's"ffi,

reputed to be better
onéiderablY more than

Dutschke, fot examP1e,
of undergraduate studY in

Germany and was admitted to advanced studies at the
Free UniversitY.

supPort the view that some

" Ü-s universities are in-
hey often are found at
st in the country' Ken-

ion and about the wider
rical situations are es-
. Keniston believes that
a "Protest-Prone Per-

sonalitY. "

summari zíns a larse ""*o:1":trf,:îu:îå:";t:1i"3.llo-
States are outstanding

tivities '

iuiore than 18OO of the 2

ties in the United States.ha
dissidence. The most serrou
St"t." have occurred in a ha
il-tñã so-called multiversit
utations for arbitrarY manag
ties, high droP out rates' e

where Negro students have so
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Open communj-cations between administrators
and students are critical to the maintenance of the
kind of climaÈe which operates against dissidence;
sor too, are close student-faculty ties. A restive
juni-or faculty proves an irritant and frequently
provides protest with its initial impetus--especially
when more senior faculty members abdicate teaching
responsibilities.

fn much of the world, the real executive author-
ity is vested not in the university but in a govern-
ment minístty¡ day-to-day control is entrusted to
a political appointee. In Mexico, for example,
unj-versity rectorship often seems a sÈeppirigstone
to the governorship of a state. Given the prospect
of election to high office in a one-party state at
the close of a brief university careerr Do rector will
prove too tolerant of dissident students. Elsewhere,
ín much of Europe, administrators have little sway
over autonomous facult.ies; rectors are elected for
brief terms from among senior faculty and are un-
likely to oppose for long their past and future col-
leagues "

The tenured faculty long have been the autocrats
of the academic wor1d. Thanks to government-
sponsored research and consuLtant contracts, private
practice in medicine òr 1aw, potitical careeré, and
a plethora of other outjside iñterests, they have be-
come absentee autocrats. At the University of Rome,
for example, à few senior professors appear in class
only once or twice a term, None of the Iaw faculty
at Lill-e lives in Lil1e. Faculty members at Nanterre,
outside Paris, commute from homes in the capital and
seldom can be found anywhere outside the classroom.
When present, many European faculty are unapproach-
able; they are mandarins. First- and second-year
students in the Netherlands are prohibited by custom
from addressing professors. The problem is further-
complicated whenr âs in the Federal Republic, senior
professors because of economic interests or professional
jealousy conspire to keep down the number of postgraduate
students admitted to teaching positions, and candidates
whose progress t.hus is stymied further swe1l already
large enrollments.
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In the United States the compulsion to pub-
lish has stimulated increasingly narrow academic

=pã.rãiization and less and less meaningfur class-
room insùructi-o". Actual teaching-al1 too often is
l;it to graduat'e assistants or is designed to
furthersomelineofesotericresearchbeingpursued
;t-; p;oressoi. As David Reisman and christopher
JencksobserveintherecentlypublishedTþe-AcaÇemic
nã""i"tion, the inquisitive or sensitive students
ffi fincl a "visibre rerationship between
i.;;ti;åge and act'ion, between the questions asked
in the clas"toð* and the lives they 19?d outside
ia" receive, instead, "pedantry and alienated
erudition. "

In the Middle East, Japan, Latin America' and

even Europe viðiãnc" tr.s beèn a hallmark of student
dissidence. protest has gro\^¡n more mil-itant in
the United States because those who speak fot it are
ããnvinceA thaf docility does not succeed, that over
the past =".r.i.i years- only violence or the threat
of violence has won a respãctful hearing: rn short'
lñey-uerieve lñat society is struct,ured in such a
;;;'tñ;a-ir cãn-ie"ãi" oi blunr peaceful protest, but
that it abhor"--i"É"rruption ana witt pay attention
iä-irrã'"ãi=v=ãfãi.ãi liire or raucous demonstration
ittat closes-dãwn a vital institution'

than directed; they are calculate
içsue
iÈseIf

Student demonstrations are ex

Thisviewoftheefficacyofconfrontationis
rooted in the civil Rights t"loi¡ement in the united
States, where ãlrãt huñdred activists.emoloved sit-
ins and other means to .*på"ä-iã'¡"¡lfã ii"it regional
customs which Ë'ã;;" an i-ntolerable embarrassment
to be remedied ùnaer the'pressure genèraÈed )ry an

ãi"ãã"ã-pùuilã ðfi_ttion. .-tt has beén buttfessed bv

the urban riots of recenÈ Years'

ssidents sense t'hat latent

"t" and can be galvanized
r critical view of societY
umber of their age group'
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fn the US, the dito tfre rãéidents d without success
tary success !h.y :?"ff.îii"äî:l;_ers in the indusi h ring paris, .¡

rt is moot whether television or newsreel cover-age of a demonstration oi . riot-ãai-sparx similaroutbreaks elsewh.r., -"rtiorgt 
"urrÀiur commentatgrs

lË"3"iff;i5:tr:i :Àå 
iirär*,""ã-$;Ë-a disrur¡ance \,

srudenrs át'other :il.S'::,ff:S" ror.
rch offici.als
ign involvement
o -cite what they..ich television
and Berlin and
udents at Nanterre.
ir emphasis ondd to the in_. They also

,åñ'å"ifrl,il.-
obity of their

il, or Japan
in other óoun_
r values and
ause of the ac_
and newspapers
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and the- type of avant-gârde art and films which areso popular in moãE-õñffitt-;""*;"iËi"=, rhere aref:r, *!. "ny, culturat impediñrents tã-irri" kind ofidentification. Moreon.i, today,s stuåents are highrymobile; !h.y travel within theii orr, .å,r'tries andabroad, freguently enrolling f-o. stüay at foreign uni-versities - Many universitiãs have .--'.o"*opoÌitancharacter. rn Lhe academic year Lg67-6g, for exampre,tudents registered in
Americans studying abroad.hich cumulativé tõtalsre than 100r000 students
untries enrolled in

lvere in the ussR in oecember läårl=ttmated 
10'ooo
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