
. Theoz'u ' Pra'e't'i'ee and fnspíratíon

The 1950s, during which many observers were
perplexed by the indifference of American university
Ëtuáents to political and social issues, witnessed in
Europe and then in the United States a rebirth of
inteiest in Marxist social criticism. A conscious
effort to construct what since has come to be called
"a new poLitics, " this neo-Marxist current was a re-
action Lo poliÈical developments of the day--on the
international leve1, to the nuclear arms race, Suez
and the Hungarian Revolution, Khrushchevts Secret
Speech and the Algerian conflict; and, nationally, to
a host of causes. It first found voice in England
in The Universities and T,eft Revíew in L956, and then
in Eñã ffiTftlflffi-es iñ 19,59-'ñEñThe university of
Wisconsin's' StUdies' ôn the' Left and Chicago University's
Uew unive r s i Effi-ourgñE, -ffi F''6-0'.

Whether in England, r'rance, Japan, West Ger-
many t oE the United States, like-minded young
peoþte--mostly university-centered--grouped together
indépendently of one another. To date, they have
eschãwed one creed or one approach. Loosely dubbed
the New Left, they have littIe in common except for
their indebtedness .to several prominent writers, such
as American sociologist C" Wright Mills, Hegelian
philosopher Herbert iVlarcuse' and the late Negro
psvchiatrist Frantz Fanon, and a few contemporary
ieiolutiondry heroes like Mao Tse-tung, Fidel Castro
and Ernesto iche" Guevara. (the term New Left, it-
self, has little meaning--except as a device to
distinguish between today's young radicals and t'he
Communist-Socíalist factions of the interwar period.
It is taken to mean an amalgam of disparate, amorphous
local groups of uncertain or changing Leadership and
eclectic piograms.) The conseguence was an amalgam
of anarchism, utopian socialism, and an overriding
dedication to social involvement.

This intellectual response to the international
and domestic crises of the 1950s coincided in time
with the emergence of student activism in the united
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states, i.e., with the first stirring of the civil
Rights Movement. The experience of the Civil Rights
Itoiement electrified the American university com-
munity. Nor did its lessons 9o unnoticed abroad

In a few countries nearly moribund student'
organizations vlere revitalized¡ in others, where
exísting organizations clearly were pa\^Ins of old-line
politicál párties, new alignments emerged'

Since then, the two currentsr oêo-Marxist
social criticism and student activism, have co-
existed in a mulual search for a meaningful pro-

ng social structures.
E efforts; nore difficult
them. Lacking any use-

m the few intell-ectual
heY value, the dissidents

have sought to define a Þo1ítica1 role for students
âna 

- 
vo,rtté inte 1 1ec tua I s . -Tñé-TõT, 0 0 0 -member, Vni on

Natiônatã aes Etudi'ants' de' FTarrce, for examPler.-
affináT-sEüffiffiré-" fñTãffec tua 1 work er s "
and entitled as such to recognition by the state.
CarI Davidsonr âD American radical theorist, has
argued that sfudents "share many of the social
reÍations and conditions of with many
of the skilled workers of ndustryr"-
and are becoming the' ne\À/ Hence, f or
ftl*, student reiolt iila storical

"ú

irl

ffi

l

F/

_l

I

F
I

;l

"l

GUEVARA IN \ryEST BERLIN, OCTOBER I967

-l.7-

Sensitive
No Foreign Dissen

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



ffi
No Foreign Dissem

Sensiti.ve

phenomenonr" the 'rrising of the trainees of the newworking class against the alienatea anã oppressiveconditions of .production and .orr=rr*ption withincorporate capitalism.',

Much of the writing of the New Left has an un-mistakable improvisatioñal quality a¡oùt it. Thepublication recently in France, flaly, and theunited sÈates of colr.ections oi p.rsåá.t *.*"ntosand-mimeographed press handouts i"=u"a- i' the coùrseof demonstrations at the sorbonne, Rome and columbiamake clear that many of the dissiáents are concernedmost passionatery with rimited issues of rocal con-sequence and have little conception of what they seeronce the conflict is broadened.
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.E_rchange of ldeas

Most of the activities of the dissì-dents, whether
in the communist or Free worlds, take place not with-
in but against the framework of established student
organizai,ions. Such organizational activity and co-
oráination as exists among and between dissídent groups
is conducted out of view of most student organizations
and out of operational control of their leaders. The
mass of dissident students, whether or not affitiated with
existing organizations, does appear to have--Iike the
more raáicrÍ students in the US--an amorphous and fre-
quently changing, d9 facto leadership, functioning
Ëtfectivety óutãialañ-l-stitutional framework. Such
de facto lãaders make frequent use of personal contaet
áã'atassist one another f inancially.

Daniel cohn-Bendit traveled to Amsterdam, Frankfurt,
and Berl-in--a1l centers of student. radicalism--during
the recent French crisis. The now disabled Rudi
Dutschke and other lVest German students have visited
prague. The west Berlin unit of the sozialist'j-sche
Deutsche studentenbund reportedJ-y proffi
ræ-ra¡-n"ffis ã "modest" financial assist-
ance, and German students in París serve<1 in some kind
of liaison capacity between the two organizations during
the riots. 

J

These contacts result in little more than an ex-
change. of mutual experience--largely between indi-
viduals who may ot i1uy not represent the organizations
to which they Ëelong.- They aie brief, frequently puU-
ii., and he1â too iiregularly to accomplish much. Never-
theíess, they do constitute the nucleus of what could
become a source of direction.

There mayalready be some sentiment for formalizing
these contact-s. rn än interview published in the August
1968 issue of Evergreen lgviell, Cólumbia University's
Mark Rudd answfftt a queËFon about whether there would
be ',any attempt made Ëo unify all the various national
studenÈ movements: "
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!e're planning a conference for Àugust orseptember of the revolutior,"iy-student move-
many, and the U.S.,
n, Cuba, Vietnam and

and more important, so
movement can begin to inational student movement__that,s one pointwe've been very weak on.

S

years. Various clandestine
have existed under a ZSp umbemerged a number of leaders and groups around whommembers of different poriticai pËi""ããio' have clustered.
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There is no convincing evÍdence of control,
manipulatj-on, sponsorship, or signif icant f inancial
support of student dissidents by any international
Communist authority. In facl:, the Russians and Chi-
nese have received precaous -little for the time and
money they have spent on cultivating Free World
youth. The mosu vocal of Lhe dissidents have been
wary of being caught up in any of the international
youth organizations controll-ecl by Moscow. Se1f-styled
Marxists and admirers of Ho Chi Minh, the dissidents
are contemptuous of the neanclerthal leaderships
entrenched in most national Communist parÈies, in-
cluding the CPIUSA.

The Bloc parties have reacted to student dissi-
dence by harshly suppressing riots in Eastern Europe
and expressions of anxiety and dismay at their
eruption in the Free Wor1d. Underlying these reac-
tions is the unmistakable concern of the ruling Com-
munist parties over the "anarchist" thrust of the stu-
dents and the lip service they pay to "Maoist" and, "ex-
treme leftist'r slogans. (There also is a healthy
measure of respect for the dial-ectical skills displayed
by the dissidents in debate with party functionariqs in
the West.) On 30.Mayr'Pravda's Yuri Zhukov denounced
WesternstudentrêbeIsãffi¡o]-ves''determinedito
s,plit pçogressive movements and denounced French I

student:radical- Daniét Cohn-Bendit as a "provocateur."

In lVestern Europe, student cij-ssidents have shaken
governments in which national Communist parties have
had a stake. Nowhere has this been demonstrably in
the interests of over-afI Communist policy. Relations
between the dissidents and the Communist parties of
Western Europe have grown grotesque' In West Berlin
students deride the Communists as Stalinists on the
one hand and revisionists on the other. Both the il-
legal German party and the French Communists have been
aghast at the antics of the leftist sÈudents. The
iñdecisiveness of the French CommunisÈ Party during
the early stages of the Paris riots and Daniél Cohn-
Bendit's antiparty strictures once the Communist-con-
trolled labor unions had reíned in their stalwarÈs
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and abandoned the students to face the riot police
illustrate the dilemma" Cohn-Bendít's impassioned
denunciations of the French "St.alinists', were listened
to at,tentively by studeni dissidents everywhere. The
message h/as clear: threatened by anarchy, bureaucrats
of all stripes embrace.

Neither ís there evidence that the romanÈic ap-
peal of Mao Tse Tung has led to signíficant Chinese in-
fluence. The Chinese have from time to time covertly
funded sympathetic factions within Communist sponsored
youth groups in a number of countries--exploiting them
to embarrass local party leadership and counter pro-
Russian propaganda. A few French students under Chi-
nese influence were active in the earÌy days of the
disturbances at Nanterre; they soon lost influence,
however, and never played a directíng role.

The Cubans maintained no such contacts in
France or elsewhere in Europe before the outbreak
of disturbances, and Cuban personnel abroad shunned
particípants in the French riots once trouble began.
Castro does find favor among the díssidents, who ap-
parently regard him as the embodiment of the student
revolutionary. The Cuban leader is determined to
counter Russian influence wherever he fínds it and
welcomes activists anxious to visit Cuba. As a
counter to the recerit trlinttr World Youth Festival in
Sofia, the Cubans org{nized a "VÍetnam summer" to
at,tract young European radicals this summer. There
is margínal i'evidence that the Cubans have supplied
limited funds to Black Separatists in the United
States; there is nothing to corroborate speculation
that these monies have found their way to white stu-
denÈ activists.

Local Communíst parties have gained control-
of national student organizations in all of South
America except Chile, Bolivia, Costa Rica, and
Honduras, Nominally accountable to locaI- direcÈion,
the leaders of these organizations are likely to
prove amenable to Cuban overtures. It remaÍns
to be seen, however, wheùher Èhey will be able to
mobilíze a following in pursuít of objectives which
are in Castrors interest alone and not in the best
interest of theír memberships.
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. For years the Russlans have funded two in_strument,aliries ror infruenc:.ng woilã-t";ñ iäï.*"r,t",Èhe tìtorLd FederaÈron of oemocrãtic vouth (WFDY) andthe fnternational Union of st"a."t"-lfusl. Neither ..\.

at present to exert con_s in the Free Vüorld and.o infection from without.ins responsive !o Moscow;
turns of the Cold Warf ideological diversity

parties have vitiatea ineluence and divested fUS
over member national or-

È countries.
Those who see the rus from its organizationalqnd.operationar víewpoint stress the maintenance ofsoviet control ana pðinc-!" sporadi- ãtforts by dis.-si.dents associarea ùitrr -Èh; iõõ-[o-I*i""" some

the diffuse mass oft world. The opþosite
but dead, that iL iss and cannot advance theuth appears to be thaty impotent, neither is
dership nor efforts toefforts relevant to chan-pport of Moscow¡s in-

US has aËtemþted with-
hance the attractiveness
act broader participation

ft also has supported
tudents for academic reform.
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The foremost example of efforts by the IUS to
mainÈain- a channel Èo the dissidenÈs has been its
recent attempts to vtoo Èhe Syndicaiist movement of
l{est.ern Europe. the rdea of the French students in
the mid-'50s, was ÈÌ¡at nyoung intellectüal norkers"
shoul-d participate fully i¡t Èhe p-o-Ii-ti.-c--al process and
enj oy living allowances , free "tt-fffirr-_nd other ameni-
tiãs- commensurate with Èheir position; " This had litt'le
Èo do with the revolutionary syndicalism of fin de
siécle Europe r and even less tó do with rattffil
-or-orativism. If anything it had a Trotskyite tinge-
The notion found favor elsewhere in Europe in the early
1960s and gave rise to the Eurooe¡n SynCl.icalist Student
Organizatiõn (CESE|. CESE has an inteinâtional secretariaÈ
rn Amsterdam for ttre purpose of coordinating the activities
of its national affiliates and exchanging information on
mutual problems. Lt has affiliates in Belgium' Canada,
Francer-Germany, England, The Netherlands, Ir'eland,
Luxemboutg, and Switzerland, as well as exile grouPs
purporting to represent Portugal and Spain.

The IUS shunned CESE rvith its Trotskyite-idealist
bent until. L967, when there evidently was a decision by
the IUS or in Moscow to attempt Èo gauge the nature
and extent of student unrest in the !{est by infiltrating
CESETs rather loose organizational structure and, perhaps'
to seek some voicç in CESETs national affiliaÈes.

There is eviåence to suggest that at least Part
of whatê.ïer coordination andrzór liaison there has been
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