
itically active, someth the young Democrats
t as in most Western coun_udents belong to youthical parties than
ance, they contribute
itical dialogue. ft ise mobilized effectivelv
ce to the radicals, 

"rrår,s rvere to field the kindcite a significant campus

e made five years agosor Amitai .Etzioni, whoive percent of all stu_had 1ittle data fromd principal_ly with sta_ly period of the Civilich has 1itt1e rel_evance

e would be L2O,O00__and
any students who can be

rotests noÈ aimed at re_aints. ff we eliminate
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the Black Power advocates, the one-time protesters
seeking less stringent campus curfews anã visitors'rules, and such organizations as the california-based
League for Sexual Freedom, we are i_eft with a hardcore of between 30,000 and 35,000. This includes the2,000 or so members of the cp/usA's DuBois clubs, theseveral hundred members of the progressive Labor party,
the Young Socialist League, etc"

By far the largest and most vocaL group incl-udedin the 30,000-35,000 figure is students for a Democratic
society(sDS) " sDS is not a typical radical organization,but none other approaches its visibility or rañge ofactivities. A study of sDS may be usefur becauõe theorganization has achieved considerabre success and is
more and more a magnet for student dissidents and be-
cause its organizational framev¡ork could serve as a
model for radical students in industrialrzed, urbansocieties abroad,

The Founders

SDS I evolution dates from 1959, when a group of
students belonging to the Michigan university chapter
of the socialist-minded League for rndus'triar oemôcrac'y
founded a separate organization to support
the kind of civil rights activity r,zhich the Congress
of Racial Equality and others lrere launching in the
South. The following year, in June L960, thirty
students with similar ideas met in New york to ex-
pand the Mic\lgan organization nationalty.

A so-called National Executive CommitÈee of
SDS met at Ann Arbor in December 1961; most of the
participants had spent Èhe preceding several months
in voter-registration drives in southern states. Tom
Hayden, .a. student at the University of Michigan, t^ras
charged with drafting a statement of purpose, which
was adopted the following year at Port Huron.

"We are people of this generation, bred
in at least modest comfort, housed in uni-,
versities, looking uncomfortabJ-y to the
world we inheriÈ. The firsÈ effort, Èhen,
should be to state a vision; what is the
perimeter of human possibility in this
epoch? The second effort, if we are to
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be politically responsible, is to evaluaÈethe prospects for obtaining at least asubstantial part of that vision in ourepoch: what are the social forces thatexist t or that must exist, if we areto be successful? And what role have
we ourselves to play as a social- force?
The port Huron statement rehearsed the com-plaints of alienated, politically powerless studentsin an industrialized sõciety. ri was not remarkablyradical by today's standards (recent sDS tractsdescribe it as "quaint',) and drew heavily on theideas of the late sociologist c. Ialright Mirls. '

Like sDs statemenÈs to folrow, it arso was in-debted to sociar critic Herbert Marcuse. rt ex-pressed.despair of genuine reform in a political
system in which_both major parties allegedly had be-
ggme spokesmen for a gigantíc technocruéy, ånd sawlittle reason to look tó a middle class Ëound.toits material possessions.

rt was egually critical of the communists, addingthat their nostrums offered no great promise tor 
---:'

man's future--but renounced what it tãrmed profes-sional anti-Communism, which, it said, 
""=vädonly to inhibit dis.sent.

ReÌations ¡etween sDS and its parent organ íza-tion, theJLeague for rndustrial Demåcracy., had beenstrained from the beginning. Fearful of-iosing..its tax-exempt statui, the League censured and thencut the students adrift.
SDS undertook to organize the urban poor, inthe horth and midwest, wítrr much the same objectiveas voter-registration drives in the south-tre-dressing the balance of effective poritical power.

To this end', it launched its economic nesearóh andAcÈion Program (ERAP) with nine projects, such asthe Newark community union erojeõt Lrtat iom Haydenstarted with an initial g5rO00 grant from Unitãd
Auto üIorkerr s President IValter ReuÈher. Most
foundered.
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In the meanLi¡ne, in L964, the Berkeley Free
Speech ltlovement saw the successful use in the north
of sit-in tactics, and ada.ptation of that technique
beqan. A group of students at Ann Arbor, many of
them SDS stalwarts, devised the first of the aca-
demic teach-ins'to oppose the escalation of the
American effort. in Vietnam. Though much publrcized,
the wave of teach-rns which follot'ecL across the
ccuntry was not who1ly successful and petered
cut af ter several months. Many of those r,vho
participated turned a\^ray from direct opposítion
to the war out of a convicLion their efforts had
failed to rmpress the policymakers; they no longer
sought tc stimulate a dÍaJ-oque which had proved
largely one-sided.

For their part, Students for a Democratic
Society began to oppose actively anything connected
with the Vietnam conflict. They forged alliances
with disparate groups, many ad hoc or -l-etterhead
organÍzaÈions. They particiþãtãilin the forrnation
of the National Vietnam Day Committee (VDC), which led
two days of protests at Berkeley in May 1965, and
supported the more extreme efforts of the VDC to
publish tracts designed to subvert members of the
Armed Forces and to stage sit-ins on railroad tracks
over which troop trai¡rs were to travel.

I'our hundred SDS mbmbers met at Ann Arbor
l-ate in L965 to fornulate a more cohesive pr,ogram
than that whiêh had been seÈ forth at Port Huron.
Splits developed between those, like Tom Hayden, who
f avored a maximum ef fort in the city slums, others r'uho
wished to activate nonradical college students, and a
third group that. seemed to favor the formation of a
more selective and intellectually disciplined core of
social critics. Factional dJ-sagreements, however,
were papered over out of common resentment at the
deepening US involvement in Vietnam. The Port Huron
statement was amended to drop the ban on Communist
membership in SDS and the meeting voted to seek
alliances wj-th an¡r group opposed to the Vietnam
confLict.
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Journalists and acade¡nicians who had been
favorably disposed toward SDS began to express
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dismay over the organization's increasingly tolerant
views of institutional Communísm and the kind of
myopia that caused it to castigate the UniÈed
SÈates for its involvement in Vietnam without, ex-
pressing even the mildest criticism of the North
Vietnamese or their Viet Cong all-ies.
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Some members of SDS tried during their 1965
convention to redefine the organizationrs relationship
toward society. They failed to attract much support,
however, because anti-Vietnam sentimenÈ domj-nated
all of the discussions.

A year later , L966, the SDS National Council
founded the Radical Education Project (REP) as "an
independent education, research, and publication or-
gani}aEion" to be ',devoted to the cause of democratic
iadicatism" and "the creation of a new left in
America. " REP quickly solicitecl the assistance of
"a11 people who identify with the forces of radical
democracy in America and abroad."

With a growing list of sponsors (Philip Berri-
gdf , Julian Bond, HaJ- Draper, Jules Feiffer,
Ãndrew Kopkind, William Kuntsler, Staughton Lynd,
Herbert Marcuse, Barrington Moore, Linus Pau1ing,
James A. Piker âDd others) it set about to subsidize
the creation of a new body of critical literaÈure.

To aid in this effort, iÈ stipulated certain
"convictions" as a basis for research:

the promise of'nAmerican abundance has been
perverted and thwarted by conÈemporary
capiLalism,

#
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Suest for dn OutLook

class division, privilege and exploita-
tion are unnecessary for abundance,

the possibiliÈy of greater wealth for
Amerícans does not justify exploitation
of other countries.

democracy must be judged in practice and
by the accountability of officeholders
tó the voters who are affected'by their
decisions.
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present-day US Government does not all_owfor democratically arrived at decisi-ons
which affect social devetopment or thequality of individual Iife.
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way of life. "

-- violent revoluti_on, though deplorable,
may be necessary where the oppressed lackpolitical leverage to attain èconomic
and political freedom.

issues such as ,,Vietnam and the oppression
of the American underclass" cry oul foraction. The work of long-term research,
education, organization, and theory does
not relieve the obligation for immèdiate
passionate protest.

REP asked for cor¡ìcrete proposals riecessary foreffective politicar action--action of the kind which
would broade-tr the interests and commitment of stu-dents drawn to SDS by t,single issues', or "gutreaction" and serve to extend SDSÌ appeal [o a con-
sÈituency_broader than the students õr urUan poor.rt pledged cooperation with the university chiistian
Movement, the Fellowship of Reconciliatioñ, andthe student Non-violent coordinating commiùtee (sNcc)
in founding a Latin American rnstitute "to coordinateresearch, monitor information and maintain contacts
between radical studenÈ, church and academic groups
in Èhis hemisphere. "

The Radical Education project has become the
{_o9a1 point of much of the controversy surrounding
SDS" Several of its members have been active in
Communist-front groups, such as the Dubois Clubs,
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the Tri-continental rnforma.tion center, and theA-rneri-can rnstitute for tularxist studies. otn.r"belong to the Socialist lVorkers , party.

_ REP pub-l_ishes ,'scenarios" designed to enablestudents to introduce "rerevant" maÉeria1 intoclassroom discussion. rn its laÈest circular notice,REP advertises cl-ose to one hundrecl diverse publica-tions, ranging from a S-cent pamphlet on "wiidcat',:Anatomy of a l{ork Stoppage" bt Sleven Fox, througha 2O-cent edition of Reqis oebray's ,'The Long l¿aich:Guerrilta Movements, thãory
ç4 "7 5 hardbound edition of:
edited by David Horowitz.

SDS is an amorphous,
really little more than achapters, not al1 of r,vhich
leadership.

fts adherents often mirror the community inyfi.tl !h"y live. rn New york they have a prãgmatic,liberal concern for.the problems ór trre unäeririvilegedand an acute appreciation of urban and state þoliti-
i-religious
decidedly
vists

and
ivist
s and
"Youthculture," but insists that the tvro differ in origin.

"The activist is most likely to be the child ofliberal Democratic parents; the hippie is most li-kelyto be the chird of a conservative ããpublícan. rñã--one considers his father a New Deal ËerlouÈ, butadopts his f at.her's constitutional ideas; the otherconsiders his father irrerevant and rejects theprevailing culture entirely. ")

sDS members boast of their lack of leadership
and hierarchy. Their top policy-making body isthe annual convenÈion. Between convenfiorr=l aNational council meets at fairly regular intervals.There is a national staff of apþroxlmately fift.een
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full-time, poorly paid employees and an annual
budget of upwards of $80,000--much of it evidently
raised through public appeals.

Record-keeping, like finances, is haphazard.
Headquartered at present in Chicago, SDS counts
some 61000 national members in more than 225 local
chapters. There are said to be as many as fíve local-
chapter members for every national member. As
of a year ê9o, national members paid dues
of 50 cents a month; local chapter members
contribuÈe nothing to the national office, and not
all chapters--no charter from the national body is
reguired--remit funds to Chicago, either.

SDS meetings have been described as chaotic.
There have even been attempts in the past to abolish
the post of National Secretary and to adopt the
Quaker meÈhod of consensus as a decision-making
technique. In some chapÈers no member is ever
denied the righÈ, to speak--hov¡ever irrelevant his
remarks.

SDS has opted for t,he "Po1itics of Controntationr'l
has grown steadily more militant--partly in response
to the pressures brought to bear upon it by better
organized leftist groups which seek to restructure it
as a typical party-line mass organization and partly,
one suspects, because .bf the constraints f elt by
several cha4ges of national leadership to keep
ahead of. tñeir followers. The mosl deteririned
of the SDS members are convinced that passive demon-
stration is ineffective and are out to challenge
what they deem Èhe rrRotten Society" with "fnstitu-tional Resistance. "

'this element, which one-time SDS member paul
Goodman has termed !'the neo-Leninist wing of the New
Left" regard strikes, picket lines and sit-ins as
ineffective ánd disparage what they call "that old
mass-mobilization Èhing." fn the spaqe of six months,
between the spring and fall of last year, this group
nudged SDS away from demonstrations, of which the
Pentagon protest seems likely to prove the last,
Èoward smaller, more violent proÈests--of which.
Columbia is the best example.
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Funds

SDS militants travel continually at home and
abroad--to Cuba, Europe and the Far East. They pay
their oÌ^in expenses wherever possible and probaffy -
counÈ on financial assistance and lodging from
parent,s, relatives, and friends. While abroad, they
presumably receive similar help from local student
organizations oE t in Cuba, from the Castro govern-
menÈ.

SDS and the Armed Forees

ffi
No Foreign Dissem

Sensitive

SDS seeks allies wherever they are to be found--
in the city slums, among young university faculty
members and poorly paid secondary school teachers,
and more and more determinedly among younger service-
men bound for Vietnam. Tt is SDS' conviction that
the Vietnam conflict is unpopular among all young people,
and particularly repugnant to those being trained for
combat in Southeast Asia. The organization's
leaders may also believe that the influx into the
military of recruits with at least some college ex-
perience ensures a sympathetic if not completely
receptive audience.

During the Algerian conflÍct, the French students
learned that the military r^/ere not a profitable
target for infiltratiòn and subversion. On the basis
of that experience, a njumber of them later advised
militants elsewhere to ôoncentrate their efforts
against men s_Èbject to induction so that potential
inductees bould be won ovet to the cause before they
were removed from the campuses or cities and subjected
to military discipline.

Except for occasional picketing of Army and
Navy depots or ports of embarkation, f.or the most
part, the Amerícan student radicals followed this
advice for several years. fn December 1966, however,
the SDS National Council set out to organize a "draftresistance program.rr Nev/'Left Noles (SpS' weekly
pub lication ) on 27 M-arc llg 6lã1ed f or a
t.hree-part campaign aimed at providing assistance
to men seeking to avoid the draft, broader support
of the Anti-Draft Union, and the transformation of
anti-draft sentiment into a general protest against

-34-
Sensitive

No Foreign Dissem
ffi

ì

l'¿l

J"l

:l

E

ilt

i'- ì
I _l

i¿*J

COPY LBJ LIBRARY



-sEc&Efr-No For,eign Dissem
Sensitíve

us involvement in vietnam. New Left Notes listedthe names of nine regÍonal "cöõdïããTo's%r thisprogram and added a catalogue of non_SDS_campus
and local antidraft organiàations. A corresþondent
-r"f the_ paper reviewed step by step the tactics he
!"9.emproyed to obstruct his inctuc-tíon in Fort wayne,fndiana, in !lrç_spring of L966. OccasionalJ.y, teiin_ning in mid-1967, sDS began to employ servicèmenthey had won over while Ãtirr in äivitian life ã,lower ranking enlisted men, who had sought out anti-war groups in various l0carities, to smuggle anti-vietnam tracts into military reservationÃl rtey alsocollected funds for or lent moral support to a small
number of Army men courÈmartialed for- refusalto go to Vietnam.

The defection of four us Navy enlisted men in
Japan in November and the role plãyed in their
subsequent travel to the ussR uy tËe rabidly anti-
American Japanese peace group sèheiren seem to have
caused the sDS to adopÈ a more@ive stancetoward the military here in the united states. rncollaboration with the Nationalization committee to
End the lvar in vietnam, sDS agreed sometime earlyin 1968 to stage a "summer of support" to demonslrateto servicemen that the peace movèment is genuinely
interested in their welfare and to soticii. ',griev--ances" from young or disgruntled Grs. sDs uñdertookto operat,e "coffee houses,t adjacent to such majorinstãllations as Fort{Leona d Wood, Fort Hood, Fort
9td, ForÈ !Çwis, and Fort poIk. Others are píanned
for Fort.sheridan and Fort Dix. fn Washingtän, D.C.,
one is scheduled for the Greyhound Bus Terminal.

' In recent weeks, the coffee houses at Fort
Hood and Fort Jackson have become popular gathering
places. for young enlisted men and ofiicers_l A newseries of underground papers designed for Gf con-
sumption--Vietnam Gfr' The' Ally,' Tñe Bond--have been
found in the baffis ãE-bõEñ-inffi1EÉbns. These
mímeographed or offset throwaways also have shown upin south vietnam. rn shifting Lhe focus of their air-
tention to the young Gr, the sÈudent radicals have reft
behind many of the privileges and insnunities--and many
of the advantages--which are theirs within the uni-
versity sÈructure. They are more vulnerable to sanction
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from federal, state and local_ authori.Èy. They knowthis; there is rittle doubt tút-tñåy .r" conductingtheir newest venture wi.trr con;rã.;;îie circumspection.Evenrual_Ìv local aurhori_ri.; ;;;-;i;å some prerexrror :t.epi:? t;:-:i.;l;iv l" dslv wharever licenses aïerequired for estabrisluhånts wniån caier to the public.
Too br-atant interference with attendance atthe coffee'houses might prove counterproductive, es-pecially as increasiñg nümue.= 

-;i--;;ir"g. 
srudenÈsand recent university graduates urå-inducted and Èurnto them for relief ¡lorñ t¡re t.ãiüm-oi military life.

The Summer of Support could become a majorundertaking for the diriation 
"i tñã-vìetnam conflicr.rt affords the dissidents an opportunity tó ;;õ;:*gandize under conditions they åå.*-ar*o"t ideal andsimultaneousry enables it"* Lo strike out agai.nst aspivotal a structure of gã.r.rrr*.nt as the Army.

Over the next few months, however, the youngAmerican radicars are more riÉerv to-!rrup" theiracÈivities with an eye to the Noie*U", election.
ff the psychologÍsts are correct in contendingtf"l many of tñe ra¿icars' aemanã;-¡;, a voice in ad-mip.rstgfirg rhe universities 

"i;;k irrãi, rack ofauthority over th ir personal f ives , 
--tir"" 

Èhe op_portunity to help ereãt the natÍon,é ðr,i"r Executiveshould prove a pówerfu\ magnet" Howeverr it is un_likelv thar any candidáte ior natiãnãi orfice wilrsucceed in esÈablishing a meaningrur-ãial0gue withthe radicars--aly more-trrut any resent office-holdercould for long hãve susrained á ãiãl;jue with youngpeople who have few 1ive heroes. To ttrem, thisyear's campaign..is an opportunity tã fi"prgandíze,to exploit the ,'issues,-"to disrúpf-pãii.ti"ar ral_lies by .the use of ridicule__jusr';"-a;;;';;;"';å:littled speakers on a number of campuses.

*l
ffi

i

_3 6-
Sensitive

No Foreign Dissem

il

-t

rl

I

I

CC)PY I R.' I IRÊÄÞV

il


