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dissent with military force, as witness the case ofMexico. rn Brazil, student agitation may well in-
duce a reactionary military clique Èo pressure a re-luctant but harried govern-ment into aäopting far moreharsh domestic poricies. Meanwhile, 1oèal ðommunistparties have made inroads into student organizations,in some cases enhancing Èhe chances of viórence.

ff an education is everywhere necessary for
"success" by todayrs sÈandards, it ís doubiy ortriply so in Afrióa and other underdevelopeä areas.For the educated African, then, political activity
and government service become the most promising þathto money, staÈus, and por^rer. The profeésions aie-limited, industry stirl is largery under EuropeanconÈrol and management, and miritáry service iroldslittle attraction. untÍr these conãitions alÈer,student dissidence will be fed locally and willpose a threat to the stability of a number of gov-
ernments.

ft Ís debatable whether an end to the Vietnamconflict, would defuse student dissent; some other pre-text wourd serve egually as well. rn the uniÈed slates,where the quest,ion of uñíversÍty reform is real but nota: pressing or as explosive as in Europe, peace invietnam probably would cause dissidencã to subside--but not disappear. 'The chances are thaÈ some of thosewho lend sirpport to sps would lose interest and that
sDS would turn with rênewed vigor to the politicalproblems of ..Ëhe slum dwelrers. Given the discourag-
itg record of past str¡dent forays Ínto slum areasr-itis moot whether any momentum.cou.ta be:,sustained--especially if imaginative Federar, state and priúate
redevelopmenÈ, efforts were under way at the s-ametime. other radical groups would rätain liÈtle.
more than nuis?nce value; most are too compromisedby their associaÈion wiÈh communist party oiganizationsand too restricted by hidebound, uniñraginative
leadership Lo prove very effectíve oncã cut offfrom SDS or denied the Vietnam issue.

International Communism has not been able Èo
employ its student/youÈh mechanisms to channel dis-
.s_ent in- support of Íis ob jectives; nevertheless,
Moscow benefits from whatever notoriety atÈaches toFree lvorld ínstitutj-ons as a conseguence of activism.
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The national Communist parties, particularly inEurope, have been unable to cope with the dissi-dents and view with alarm the þossibility that theirmalleable youth organizations wilr ue drãwn toward
Èhe radicals.

A word of caution is indicated. Many socio-logisÈs and psychorogists berieve that, iãdustrialsocieties are.disjunctive, that they tend Èo ag-gravate conflict between generationè. If this issor there is a likelihood that dissidence will
worsen and that its base wirr broaden--unress theyouÈhful eneÈgy which makes it so potent a force
can be rechanneled to more constructive purposes.
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Summar!,1

Recent student disturbances--the firsÈ since the
Ongania government came to power in 1966--point up theproblems Èhat Argentina is encountering from its êiz-
able student population. They also reflect the simi-
lariÈ,y between student, problems in Argentina and thosein France, West Germany, arid even'the'tJnited States.

To meet its student challenge, the Ongania admin-iÉÈfationrhås emphãsi2dd conservatism and tradition.
ft has been guick to suppress ant,igovernment demon-
strat,ions and has shown little sympathy for student
demands.

Baekg'round.

As in most of Latin America, the university
syst,em in Argentina in the nineteenth century hras
modeled afÈer the Spanish. Students were required
to memorize large amounts of unrelaÈed material in
rote style. The curriculum hras concentrated on
classical themesr.such as Greek phíIosophy, anóientliterature, medicine, and law; sciences- and the
humanities were not included. Also adopted from the
Spanish was the 'rfac1.rlty system." SÈudents entered
a faculty which was 'be1f -conÈained. All courses
were held Ëhere, whether or not related to their
field of sþecialty" Thus a sÈudent in the Faculty
of Medicj-ne had all his history, language, and
other non-medical courses within that faculty.

Not only the Spanish influenced the Argentine
university system in the nineteenth century. The
Positivist philosophy through its emphasis on the
development of scholars and experts who would manage
the affaírs of the nation, established university
graduates as an elite group. fn addition, Èhe im-
migrant wave from Europe which markedly altered
the ethnic make-up of Argentina introduced a more
enlightened university background from non-Spanish
Europe, and some modern ideas began to peneürate
the Argentine system. The role of the Roman Catholic
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church in Argentine education was, in the meantime,declining, _and by the early 2'th-'.ãr,t,rry politicalreforms had ended the Churôh,s 
"rãvl-

rt was not until r-919, after a student campaignagainst the university system at Èhe city of coidoba,that a reform program-waé achieved. Under ,,the
cordoba reformr" students_were given a voice in uni-versity adm¡isÈration, includi"g'túã"rigrri-i" 

"ätå"o'course contenÈr professors, anã rectorÁ for theirschoors. Tuitíoñ was elim'""iàa,-;;ã drastic revisionsrements. The reform was
enomenon, The universi_
r the sons of the upper-
w openëd Èo the'middles, however, were stilf
and fees. Vüith the opÞn_the niddle classes and-the inclusion of students in univei"ity government.came the invorvement of students in-nàiió"ui-p;iiii""__a role they have been reluctant Èo ,àiirrqrri"t i

Peron, when he assumed por4reï in..1945, took con_trol of the universities at áll r-evers. He openedthem to the rower crasses by elimi"ãli"g tuitionfees, he ended the use of párt_time teaóhers, 
"rrahe established a "vüorkers úni.veisit";; Arthoughporitical activities were banned uy'e.rorr, studentorganizations becaine even more potiticarry orie"l.aand shifted teftwardì in their iåeofoõV.

lrãd e return to the
der thë'Radica1s: Student
ut from Communist tortant were the Reform-
rked the Cordob.a reform,
oriented toward Catholi-
tical groups $rere inde-
filiatíons, the Re6örm-
the Communists and'the

ntina's poorly organized

Dr. .Arturo rlria was made president of Argentinain 1963 at the insÍsÈence of Geñerar ongania, ¿o*:---mander in chief of the Argentine Army. By róos, themilitary were beginning tó tose puiiå""" ioitt,.iúe
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kindly old doctor from cordoba--and so \^/ereArgentina's activist universíty stuaãnts. Demand.s
for improvements in the univerËities, Ìncruãü;"--increased budgets, were mixed wiÈh-ãúuaent com-plaints about many of rrlia's policies. rn 1966,the leftist-oriented and commuñist-run Argentineuniversity Federation, to which most importantstudent groups. belonged, mounted íncrea-singltviolent demonstratioñs.- These disðrdãrs were oneof Ëhe factors which led to the 1966 coup and on-gania's assumpÈions of the presidency.

. Thg ongania government took over the nationaluniversities in sèptember 1966. rt claimed thatits aim was to end student invorvement in poriiicsand.to improve the educational system, but'¡h;-;:'ercise of undue force against stüaentå at the uni-versity of Buenos Aires drew world-wide condemna-tion. When Èhe demanded Èhat univãisityrectors take an alty, many resigned; teåch_ers at all level Titté reprãssive-meaåur"",followed suit. ity-regülations in ]-967placed the unive er the control of thesecretariat for Education of the Minister of thernteríor. university administration was now Èo behandled by facurty añd the secretariat" studentscould have no vofè in the governing council, thoughtlgy we{e permitted o:re elãcted refresentative, ;"dal-l sÈudents were reqúired to pass at least onecourse a year to maiptain university sÈatus.

t LJní,'uersities Tod'au

d

fl

I

_ Argent,inl probably now has the best sys.tem ofhigher education in ralin A erica. Betweeñ 35 and40 percent of Latin America's university studentsand several thousand sÈudents from out,side the
hemisphere are enrolled in Argentine schools" En-rollment in the nine national-universities and Itprivate institutions totals more than zso1000¡, state-
owned university education is tuition-free, althoughprivate schools are permitted to charge tuition.

In 1966, Argentina's primary school system had3r118r000 enrolled students--about g0-percént, of the
:9!"91:"9e population--and its secoi:,Jaiy schools7551000. Well over 90 percent of primaiy school
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teachers have teaching degrees, and the ratio of
teachers to students is the lowest in Latin America"
Atfout 3.8 percent of the national budget each year
goes to education--close to the 4 percent figure
reconmended by UNESCO

There is another side of the Argentine educa-
tional picture, however. Only 50 peicenÈ of primary
school sÈudents complete the total program. Àbout -

43 percent of those who enter secondary school go
on to graduate, and only 25 percent of students who
ent,er the universities eventually receive degrees.

The system also wastes resources because of
íts distorted pattern of degree specialization.
About 25 percent of the university students study
medicine. (Argentina has more doctors per 10r000
population than the United States.)" Another 20
percent, study Iaw. Despite the fact that Argentina
has serious shortages in the natural and .social
sciences and in many technical fields, few students
ent,er these disciplines.

Argentina's school system, like most iin the
world, suffers also from regional imbalance. Schools
are concentrated in the major cities; the rural areas
are largely neglected. The universities--both public
and private--are scattered through downtown build-
ings of major cities¡ Students find private accom-
modations, aÈ home o'r in rented roomsl and social
facilities{, are for the most part nonexistent.

Private universities, which are relatively new
in Arqentina, must meet stringent academic and fi-
nancial standards and submit to government super-
vision. .A11 but three of the t3 schools are af-
filiated with the Catholic Church. Only about
15r000 students-:six percent of the totãt university
enrollment, attend private institutions.

When students attempted Èo hold demonstrations
to celebrate the fiftieth anniversäry of the Cordbba
reform in 1968, the Ongania regime proved that it was
determined to bring order to the national universities.
Police, both r¡Ít,hin the schools and on the streets ,
dealt quickly with the demonstrators.

+EGRE+-
No Foreign Dissem

I

I

)

-.i

;r

Argentína'- 4

No Foreign Dissem
ffi

coPY LBJ r- iRRÃRY

)

ilJ



No available figurof professors in Argãnt
known, however, that aboleüels were employed atAires prior to-thä 1966of other naÈional univer
ited number of f,ùIl-time
striking feature of theof Economics at the Unive
example, there are only 1for 15r000 students. itost classes, especially atBuenos Aires¡ are held ín the ."ã"í"õ" to arlowboth students a.nd teachers to hord oÉher jobs. pro-fessors devote little time to research or-ùriii"õ,and manv texÈbooks are colreeri";; -;¡-earliei-fiiñú.a
works, rehashed and padded

Many professors are,politically Èo the left,ranging from mild socialiäÈs t" ¡rããi"t cor*o"ist,s.Although several former deans oe iñã-u"i."ái"it;;;Buenos Aires have herd far-reftist viåws, none àrethought to have been party members.of Philosophy and Letters of the sahave been stiongly Communist, ¡ùt-thas been limiÈ,ed.- fn 1965, howeveivent, PresidenÈial Assistant Watt Roing at, the Faculty of Economics.

The communist activist professors h/ere, cautionedby. the communist party not Èö resijn-ãfter the Lg66takè-over- Many wtro âia leave tñ;i; posts no doubtfearëd repr'isalå, eitnãi ror t¡rãii-õoiiri."t viewsor for their ,Jewish origin. ThiË yä.r, how=^vei; -most faculties are operãting normrirvl'wiir,-=ñãít.g""mainlq in the natural sciences, psychotogy and----r'sociofogy.

The Un¿uersitu' Stu'dents

The larqe majority ofuniversities come from thewith a small minority fromFor the most part, they livcities where the univeisities are situated. rn ra-ciar and èthnic background, they *áiãn-the nationarprofile--a mixt,ure oi spanish aird itãíi"", withother European strains ãnd a few mestizo (mixed rndian
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and white) " Un1ike other Latin countries, Èheupper classes in Argentina are not exclusively ofspanish derivation. They also have rtalian, ê"tmarr,and British heritages. ArgenÈines tend to be highrydiscriminaÈory, however, eãpecially toward dark-skinned peopre of any race. Althoügh some conserva-tives still hold anti-semitic belieis, Jews havenot been excluded from the universities. The upper
cLasses who resent the middre crassés, distrust- tnelower class, which make up a large part of the ac-tivist or radical university stuáeni groups,

students from the upper classes can afford toattend schools in Lhe us or_Europer and many do. Theyare, therefore, noÈ as involved witt¡ univer-sity ac-tivities in Argentina as are oÈher groups. rrliåate-class st,udents attend the universities to cement or
expand their standing in society. Most recognizethat they must attend graduate échoors abroaá fora complete professional education. Lower-class
students go to the uníversities to escape the ranks
of. the worhing-classi many of them become the polit-ically orieàtãa activísts and professional students.

_ Eighty percent of university students avoiddemonstrations. They do not want to jeopardize theirstandÍng at the university or their future entryinto Arggntine society. Moreover, student, protäst
or "rebellion" in Argentina is usually aireõted
more toward revisiön of the existing Ëystem thanto its co-mplete overthrow. e num¡ei oi student or-ganizations, however, provide centers for student
opiràions and actions ; many of them are lef tist.

The Argentine University Federation, untilthe ongania regime the principal student confedera-
lio-fr, _now operates with much ieduced membership.
OrÈhodox Communist youtþr='Commu,nist dissidentsl
and other left-wing groups are all still involvedin the organizatioç1, but the government keeps aclose eye on their activities, and the organiza-
tion has been able to do liÈtle within the country.
The Humanist,s, like Èhe FUA, oppose the Ongania
reform, although Èhey are apparently more circum-.
spect about the prospects cf a confrontatíon with
the government" As an organized force, they now
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appear to be semimoribund- The rntegralists area pro-catholic and somewhat leftist, iroup, limitedlargely to the uníversity at.cordoba] aitrro";h---tlr.y were a major force in the 1966 riots ãõuí""tt-he plgania take-over, rhey did nor particii;a;-i"the 1968 demonstrations, citing ," -u'-r.rson 
Èhecommunist domination of the FUÁ. The communisÈYouth Federati-on and the relatively new communistYouth Nationar committee for Revolútionary Recoveryvie for the membership of communisi-yàutfr.

Despite the diversity of orientation amongthe student groups, some common attitudes seem toprevail. Generalry, organízed studenis--communistand non-communist ãti¡<e--oppose the restrictionsimposed by the ongania reräim. rñ.v-ùant the tri-partite system of administration retuine¿ so thatt-h"y can have a voice in the running ãr trr" schoors.They oppose the rule reguiring a stúaãnt to pass one
-coyrle per year_.ld any requirements for payment oftuition or penalties.

The sÈu e loss of student pol-itics--forme r diversion. They op_pose- the Ong t because it is a-aiäta_torship, and with its rightist pðiicies,bgtl foreign Since *""y activiststudents come from. lower-crass originË, it is un-derstandable that they favor peronism and more bene-fits for labor.. arthóugh the activists bitterrt- -
opposed fllia when he wãs presídent, they nohr sup_porÈ the o[rsted Radicals as one means of oppo=irräthe present adminisÈration.

There is no evidence of serÍous contactswiÈh activists in other countries, 
""ãrr as DanielCohn-Bendit in France or Mark Rudá in thÀ-uõ;-';i:though the FUA, through contacts in communisü frontgroups, probably is in indirect touch with studãnû-leaders in other countries.

Students and ?rganize.d Labor

Not since the Peron era has there been so muchdialogue between student readers and labor. Recentsplits in the 2.5 miltion-man Generar confederationof Labor.have led to the formation of the so-carled
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"rebelr' cGT. Avowedry more leftist than the main-stream and more of an orthodox peronist stripe [rr.r,the main group, it activery opp"Àã"--trr" gorreinment anahas, therefore, at,tractea -suþþoii- iro* the FUA,

The fragile alliance between the ,,rebel,, CGTand the FUA has offered tittre trrrãai to the govern-ment. NeverÈheressr ên alÌiance between the majorityof studenÈs. 3nd 1 strengthened 
"ã¡ãi'! 

cGT courd createa major problem for the government.

The non-sÈudent who is the same age as his uni-versity counrerp:rf pl"þabty ,"=ã"ü" tñe privii";;;the university studeñt has while in school and hisopportunities after graduation, rrri= resentment prob-
3!rv is tempered somewhar by rhe sen[iments 

"i inå-75 percent of university students who fait to grããuate.
prospeets

rn some respects, Argentinafs university students
?re today faced with a situation similar to that exist-ing ín lgl8 before the university-räf;r",. They arevirtually excruded from any control over the administra-tion of the universi-ties, ånd ,.qùirã*ents of academicperformance mean that Èhe schoqrs- are no longer ;pã"to all. rt s:eTp tikety, therefor., that *r"-prããJrrr""that motivated the studènÈs in l91g'witr do ""-ã9ãi".

There are, howeveri' significant differences. Theongania governmen! ¡" quick-to =rplr""= ant,igovãinmentdemonstrations" and has not the 
"vmiãiñv ro, the studentsdemands, which the Radicals had i"'igiã. uoreã"ãir-trr.failure of student participation io-i*prorre univeråityadministration or tñe educätionar =y"lä*,"" demon-strated over a period of many years and student invorve-ment in gener"llv uns'tabIe póritic= ailer trre reform$/as not generally well received.

The outlook for.the universities is probabry oneof order but rittre progress in thã """t decade. Thereare few funds to dirãct toward university improrr"*ãrrtin the present. auster.itlr campaign, wfriãfr-may last ãlleast Èwo to three more years. And there is lesssympathy for innovation ór change among Argentina'straditionarist leaders. rnnova[ions 
"ítn.í 9ooã o,bad' can come_ only with a progressi-ve jovernment inArgentina. The prospects for-this are"not bright.
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