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BrazíI: Cðngressional defiance of President
costa-õ-ilva and the military establÍshment has
created a major government crisis and forced the
President to j.nstitute severe repressive measures.

On'L2 December the Chamber of Deputies refused
by a wide margin to lift the imnunity of oppositÍon
Deputy Marcio Ìrforeira Alves so tÌ¡at he could be tried
for a speech he made in Congress attacking the gov-
ernment and milítary. Top military leaders, who
have committed their prestige to punishing the dep-
uty, yesterday forced Coeta e Silva to declare an
Institutíonal Act suspending Congress for an un-
determined period of tÍme.

The military ministers had warned Costa e Silva
some time ago that if Alves vitere not tríed, mílitary
personnel míght physically attack the deputy. The
government has clamped on strict press and radÍo
censorship, and has already seized isEues of an im-portant conservative newspaper.

Some moder.ate officers may well believe that
this íssue should never have reached crisis propor-
tions, but now that the ¡nilitaryrs prestige is ony back the governmentrs

rnational reaction is
i;:'il "3'.ll :ï" ;:å';î:"-to extraconstitutional

measures indicates the depth of his commit¡nent tohis ¡nilitary backers and the militaryrs deter¡nína-
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brouqht them to power Ín 1964.
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