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Repression ond Tanot

CHRTSTIAI\TITY

rif|ERROR AND Torture in Brazil" is the brief
I and dramatic title of a dossier that has been

sr¡bmitted to the Vatican by a group of 6l Beþians,
F'renchmen and Italians. In sharp, brutal detail it
sketches the portrait-of a military dictatorship that
has initiated a systematic and inhumane process of
repression in the name of progress. The dossier con-
tains I I statements that testify to the torture and
murder of so-called "political" prisoners, but these
represent only a small percentage of the docu.menta-
tion that is now available from Brazil, smuggled
out with great danger to those involved in its prep-
aration.

The present tragedy is the latest stage in a grad-
ual shift toward fascism thar was initiated by a
military coup in March, 1964. For four-and-a-half
years the generals and colonels manipulated the
political scene. In 1966 three different elections
were arranged so that the Government could in-
crease its po-tr'er through a paeudodemocratic proc-
ess. Opposition was driven our of the political
arena, and only "candidates" approved by the Gov-
ernment could be assured of election. Congress be-
came a virtual rubber stamp with only a few coura-
geous voices of opposition raised in its sessions.
Finally in Decem'ber, 1968, the last façade of democ-
racy was removed with the closing of Congress and
the granting of total por/rer to the President-General.

What has been accomplished by the military dur-
ing its six years in power? An article ín the Wall
Street lou,rnøl entitled "Military 'Hard-Liners' are
Expected to Rlock Revival of Democracy," (Dec.
31, 1969) offered a succinct evaluation.

Brazil, a nation that has prided itself on
perconal freedom and libertarian traditions,
is living uncler a dictatorship. The military's

The Price of "Progress" in Brazil

Repri.rrted u"ith per.m:ission
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"revolution" didn't begin that way, however.
. . , Their takeover, it is implied, w¡ts a neces-

god
years

¿""å
. . . The military government . . . has done
much to curb inflation (1964 rate: 85 pe"-
cent; expected 1969 figure: 23 percent), stimu-
late economic grcntrth and lure foreign invest-
ment, but despite such progress there remains
abundant misery among Brazil's 90 million
citizens.

Brazil has enormous natural resources, but
the per capita income hovers around $350,and man
economy
falling. L
ate. Heal
vital services are sadly inadequaté in moat
parts of the country. The gove-rnment could
not be called popular.

In short, the price for "sta,bility" and "progress" is
becoming exceedingly high for most Brazilians.

The rights and liberties of Brazilian citizens have
been radically curtailed during the past 14 months
by a series of National Security Laws prom¡lgated
by decree. One of these, Institutional Act Five, sus-
pended habeas corpus, ended civilian participation
in government, severely limited freedom of the
press, and efiectively muzzled dissent.

In order to control opposition, hund¡eds of prom-
inent citizens, including a past-President, 94 con-
gressmen, several ôtate governors, dozens of minor
officials and journalists were deprived of their po
litical rights for ten years. Seventy professors were
dismissed from the Univeisities of São Paulo and
Rio de Janeiro without explanation. Hundreds of
students were expelled from ttie univenities for
three to five years, and others were sent to prison by
military tribunals. (8d,, Note: Readerr.may recall
an earlier discussion of such acts by Richard;Shaull
in "Repression, Brazilian Style" in óur:¡ürþ 2t, ,'',';'
1969 issue.) ' '/ '¿

Christioníty oñl Cúcb

WILLIÄ ,1 t. WlPtlER, who bocone ocquo¡nted ot first hond elth the
problenr of torturc whlle ¡orvlng os on Episcopol ml:sionory in the
Oomlnlcon Rrpubllc durlng the Trúiillo cr!, ¡s Asllstont Dlrector of the
Lstln Amoricq Dcportment of tàe Notionol Council of Churche¡. To the
br¡t of our knowlcdge, tfii¡ i¡ the lißt full-length ortlch docUm€ñt¡ng
totturr ln Brorll to oppeor in thlr count?y.

Dlarch l]6, l97O
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Frct¡ for All, . . . Bur rhe US

Reprcssion a¡rcl terror have increased substan-
tially. Llntold numbers of ¡rersons have fallen vic-
tim to the arbitrary violence exercised by the police
anrl military. Stories of mass arrests and the inhu-
lnr¡le treatment of the opponents of the Govern-
rnelìt lìave fìltered out of Brazil for about a year.
A¡xl then, through one of those strange inconsisten-
cics that appear even under the most efficient of
repressive mechanisms, the facts came into the
open. I)urin¡; the first ten days of December, 1969,
the Brazilian press bombarded the public with re-
¡torts of the torture ànd abuse of ¡rclitical prisonem.
Many of these same prisoners gained new courage
and signed detailed affidavits revealing the indigni-
ties and sufiering they had undergone.

Brazil was shocked. Prominent citizens called for
a serious investigation. The President-General
vowed to look into the matter personally. And then
suddenly there was a new silence. Reports and com-
mentary on arrests and the treatment of political
prisoners were prohibited unless provided by the
Government. These were considered "nacional se-

crrrity" matters; laws covering them included:

Artícle ¡ó. It is a crime to publish by any
means of social communication news that is
false, tendentious or that contains distortions
which turn the people against the constituted
autholities, Punishment shall be detention of
from six months to two years.

Wheñ such publìcation would provoke pub-
lic disturbances or would endanger the image,
aurhoritþ trust or prestige of Brazil, the pun-
ishment shall be detention of from two to
five years.
Article y..Slander, because of political bias or
nonconformism, of the character of someone
who exercises a position of authority shall re-
sult in a punishment of solitary confinement
of from ù,wo to four years.

If this crime is committed through the preso,
raclio, or television the punishment shall be
increased by half.

l-he threat was too grave. The media capitulated.
Since f)ecember the documentation of specific

cases of torture has been finding its way out of Bra-
zil in increasing quantity. Included in this are a
lrtrrnber <¡f the declarations signed by victims dur-
ing the brief period of hope. In Europe, especially
in France, Germany and England, the situati<¡n has
been wiclely putrlicized and commented upon in
both the religious and secular media.

A lengthy article in Der Sþiegel (December l5)
caused widespread dismay in West Germany be-
cause o[ the echoes of its qwn Gestapo nightmare.
The full text of the dossier sent to the Vatican was

Match ló, 1970

publislied in the January issue of the French maga'
zine Croissance. Numerous articles and editorials
have appeared condemning the Government of
Brazil and calling on responsible leaders to take
action against it similar to that taken by the Eure
pean'community against Greece.

With few exceptions, however, this has not been
the case of the media in the United States. When
the subject has not been ignored altogether, articles
in most of the major newspaPers and periodicals
here leave the impression that the use of torture

has been limited to application against "terrorists"
and "Communists," or has been only a sporadic
occurrence in a particular area.

Increasing evidence shows, nevertheless, that tor-
ture is widely and indiscriminately used against
those who are apprehendecl in alleged anti-Govern'
ment activities, against members of their families
who are tortured in order to weaken the prisoner,
against persons who may have associated with the
suspected individuals, or against those who are
themselves only supected of being critical of the
Government. Furthermore, the reports now avail-
able show that many of the methods of torture aie
identical throughout the entire country and must
l¡e attributed to official activity rather than the
whim of an over-zealous interrogator.

The ló at llha des Florec

Many tortures will never be reported. Some of
the victims are dead or insane, large numbers are
still imprisoned, and mairy who are out of jail fear
the repetition of their experiencæ and will not
testify. Others, however, are ready to take the risk
of denouncing the atrocities committed against
them or that they have witnessed in the hope that
public and international pressure will bring these
inhumane acts to an end. The concluding para'
graph of a statement signed by 16 women at Ilha
das Flores, a prison in the Rio de Janeiro harbor,
is typical of this courageous stance:

We know that our present attitude denounc'
ing tortures, can spaik reprisals against us. We
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'ì'hey had prepared their declaradon, they said.,
"at a moment when the Brazilian public begins to
be informed about the atrocities committed. against
political prisoners in our country and still may
tloubt that these. crimes are really happening.,' Each
of thc l6 had'been rorrured. The following details
¿rre taken from their repo¡t:

Resane Resuik, 20, Zilea's sister, arrested on
tlre same.charges on July 27, 1969. Strippecl
naked by her torturers; she was beaten and iuf_
ferecl electric shocks o¡l various parts of the
body, including the nipples of hêr breasrs.
Ina de Souza Medeiros, 20, amested on the
sam.e charges in Curitiba, parana, on July 6,
1969. In Curitiba she was forced to witn"ess'the

Faria Me months before,
hacl diecl. this information
was later ght to Ilha das
Flores pri îeceived electric
shocks atrd threatened with sexual assault.
Marijane Vieira Lisl¡oa, 22, arrested in Rio de

Ma Rio ontllececr :iå ä.;bea tered toher were made more intense by water previ_
ously tlrrown on her body. The'shocks caused
a ¡r;rltial paralysis of her'right hand. She was
ke¡.lt incommunicado for I4- days.

Maria Elodia Alencar, 38, arrested in Rio on
Oct. 30, 1969, was bearen and suffered electric
shocks. She was tortured by stranelins ancl was
forcerl ro sign her will .,rráer torËr."ï H". to.-
trrrers persistently tlìreatened to arrest and tor-
ttrre her I5-year-old son.
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Dorma Tereza de Oliveira, 25, arrested in Rio,
ary beatings

strangling,
breasts pro-
hrust under

No further information is available regarding the
trearment of the 16 since the time their decla¡ation
was made public.

Victims of these atrocities come from every strata
of society and from all walks of life. In a single let_
ter writren by a lawyer who had suffered l5 days of
solitary confinemint for defending a politicat pris.
oner, tlÌe following cases were cited:

Mrs. Ana Vilma, wife of another prisoner
narned Pena Fiel, was subiected to severe tor-
ture that affected her uterús in particular; she
needed medical attention. Her'husband was
also tortured.
All priests arrested in this prison were hungby their feet, completely nãked, beaten anãgiven electric shocks. Father Auzustine chal.
l."Sg9 rhe rorrurers during the þunishment,invoking Chrisr's example.
In cell number one, next door to mine, aypung lady was ill. Her name was Vera, and
she was bruised fror head to foot. I was toldthat her husband was in worse condition.

they knew a person
police. They were set
until Tuesday of the
quired medical atten-

on e of rhe tor rurer,':;i.' if,i :ît:å rfi*ti3";,lright, but one must know hcrw to do itl"
arrived at the place

a physics student-who
his university on the
saw him after his firstinterrogation, and he had been beaten sobadly that his feet were so swollen that hecor¡ld not walk. He was sent to the ClinicalHospital where he declared that his woundswere caused by torture. The torturers had.broken bones in his hands and feet.

The prisoner in cell number four, named Se_bastiana, suffered a mental disturbance be-cause of the tortures, and no rnedical treat_ment was given to her.

In another letter written by a 56-year-old taxi
driver, Severino B. Silva, there is a description of
the trearment he received in the military vìllage ofRio. He was tortured by starvation. His toenails
were pulled out and razor blades were forced under
his fingernails. After being beaten, he went through
a simulated hanging. He still awaits trial after i t
monrhs of imprisonment on a charge of suspicion.

Chútionity and Cútit
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The Form¡ of Toíu¡o
'l'l¡c dccla¡'¿rtions and reports are from all parts

of llrazil. Almost every document verifies that com-
missionecl officers of the police or military are in
<:harge of interrogati<¡ns. The torture is generally
carriecl out at the DOPS headquarters or of one of
the intelligence services (Army, Navy or Air Force),
or ìn prison. T'he methods of tortureJollow a pat-
teÌn.

Reatings: Usually inflicted at the beginning and
rluring interrogation. Blows are given with clubs,
nlctal bars, fists and feet. The face, ears, stomaclì,
breasts ancl genitals are the most frequent targets
oI thc beatings.

" Pau-de-Arara" (Arara Pole): Hands and feet are
tic<l together ancl a pole insertecl between them.
'I-lrc cncls of the pole are then supported on a table
with the victim hung face down. He is often lett in
tlris ¡rosition for several hours while su,bmitted to
otlìel tortrtres. In some documents it is reported
tllat alcol'rol frres are liglrted on rlìe floor rbelow the
victinrs face. Some individuals have been incapaci-
tated f<¡r long periods after this torture because of
tlìc traumas to their legs, arms ancl backs.

Í)lcctric .shc¡chs: Current is generated by a ñeld
telc¡-rhone or taken directly from wall sockets.
Shocks are delivered to the hancls, feet, tongue, ears,
breasts and genitals. The victim ìs often soaked with
water in <¡rder to increase the effect of the shock.
Tlle current is frequently increased so as to cause
the cntire body to become rigid or be contorted by
musr;ular spasrns.

'f ltt 'fcleþhoner Sl'rarp blows with the flat hancl
are tlclivered simultaneously to both ears. This
causcs a loss of balance, impairment of hearing, as
well us severe ¡rain.

Sexual ul¡u.çe: In most cases the documents de-
clru'c tlrat thc plisoners are stripped of their clothes
at lhc initiation of the interrogation. Hurniliation
is a¡l obvious element in the psychological aspect
r¡l thc tortru'e. The gcnitals of both men and wom-
crr rcr:eive considera,ble attention in beatings ancl
thc acl¡njnistration of electric shocks. Women pris-
()rrers ¿trc often vic¡lated ,by torturers or are turned
ovcl' to policc or soldier-s of lower rank for thcir
ilnrusenlerìt. lVfale prisoners ¿ìre sometimes forced to
witncss the sexual abuse of their wives, children or
lì¡ulcécs.

Si,nt.ulaletl cxeculion,: Prisoners have been taken
frorn sessions of torture or awakened cluring a brief
rcs¡-rite an<l brought before a frring squad armed
witl¡ l¡lanks or empty rifles. Others have been
clrr>wned in l¡trckets of water and then revived. And

March 16, 1970

still others have been hung and tlìen cut down after
losing consciousness.

This list is not a complete catalog of all of the
tortures dcscribecl in the available documentation.
It is, however, a compilation of those mentioned
most frequently by the victims.

As rniglrt be expectecl under such circumstances,
increasing numbers of Brazilians are leaving their
homeland to seek refuge in other countries, Many

of them are faced with almost insurmounta'ble diffi-
culties: improper or incomplete travel documents,
in,sufficient financial resources, hostile military re-
gimes in several of the nearesr countries. (The best
estimates available at this time are about 500 in
Chile, I300-1500 in Uruguay and appro4imately
2,000 in Paris, many of whom are students un-
certai¡r that they can safely return to Brazil. Large
numbers are in other countries, including the US,
but the figures are u¡ravailablc since many of them
fear to declare themselves refugees.) Althoirgh the
exodus grows each clay and the potential for future
refugees is tremendous, international refugee orga-
nizations have done little to respond to the needs of
the victims of this new situation.

Massive efforts, not trnlike those made on behalf
of the Jews and others from Europe and Cubans in
the early 1960's may ncyw have to be made on be-
half of Brazilians. The first step6 of such a response
is now being organized by a group of individuals
from the religious, acadernic, professional and a¡tis-
tic frelds in New York City. (For information,
write: -l'he Editor, CHnrsrlrl.¡ltv nno Cnrsrs.)

How the US Fits ln
All oi this information ancl documentation of tor-

turc and repression becomes even more disturbing
when the exte¡Ìt of continuing US Government and
business iltvolvement in Brazil is recognized. Very
little open criticism has been forthcoming from
thcse two institutions regarding the course of events
of the past six years and particularly of recent
months.
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-r Whc¡r the cou¡r ()ccr¡rrcd in 1964 Ambassad<¡r
Lirlcoln (i<¡rclon l'eceivcd it witlì open sarisfacrion.
IJc said it was "pcrlra¡rs as significant to rhe clefense
<¡f tlrc l'ree World as the Sino-soviet splir- and the
success nf the Marshall Plan." Through his in-
fltrcucc Washington rcco¡pized the military regime
within 24 hours.

Si¡çnificantly, the Agency for International Devel-
opmerìt jncreased its expenditurEs in Brazil from
flil5.l rnillion in 1964 to $122.1 million in 1965. It
has ¡rro¡rosccl a gl87 million program for 1970. In
atlclition, the US military has maintained the largest
of its l-atin Arnerican rnissions in Brazil, with over
100 aclvisers on tlìe staff. The Military Assisrance
Pro¡çrarn ¡;rovided $24.9 million in 1967 and 919.4
rnillion in 1968. Between 1964 and 1968 2,255 miti-
tary rncn passed through its training program.-l'he o¡re brief (four-month) interruprion in US
support occurred after the closing the Congress in
| 968. Some <rbservers believe that aid and assistance
wcre restored quickly because of the inconveniencc
c¿rused to US business and banks by the suspension.
tJ.S irrvestrnent tlìere accounts for $1,326 million of
the $7,314 million invested in all of South America.-I'his article is not intendecl to be sensational, Its
l)urpose is, rather, to awaken American Christians
ancl ¡lublic o¡linion to this horrendous terror and

inhumanity. The authorities of Brazil are con-
cerned a'bout their image abroad, and especially in
the United States, from which they receive massive
foreign aid and investment capital. International
outcries may not bring democracy back to Brazil,
but it may force the Government to restrict its pre
sent policies in the treatment of political prisoners.

Regardless of what its irhpact in Brazil may be, ü/e
must ltot---{annot-any longer allow our Govern-
ment and business to quietly support a type of gov-
ernment that we-and prior to certain recent er(>
sions of our own civilization in the past at least-
have regarded as contrary to our way of life. What
Brazil does is ultima,tely her own problem; what
wc do to support, and thereby encourage, her de-
humanizing policy of repression is our problem.
Brazil-a nation that has made significant contribu-
tions to international culture-may be losing the
respect of the nations of the world, but we can only
wonder how much greater is her læs than ours.

WHO SHAI.I LIVE?
MEDICINE . agç¡1 NOLOGY. ETHICS

edited by Kenneth Vaux

Margaret Mead . Emmanuel Mesthene
Robert Drinan . Paul Ramsey
Joseph Fletcher . Helmut Thielicke

Six píoneering thinkers explore the individual's
stake in loday's biomedical revolution. These
authors, from their varied viewpoints, place the
issues in context, probe the philosophy behind
them, and suggest guidelines for decision-mak-
ing in specific situations-abortion, spare parts
replacement, genetic engineering. and many
others. This provocative book is for those pei-
sonally confronted by the ethical questions in
medicine and for those bewildered by daily
headlines proclaiming the advent of a brave
new world, $6.75
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REPRESsION BRAZITIAN SWIE

TN fIRAZIL, trnlike the resr <¡f Latin America,
I Nelson R<¡ckefcller was well received during his
rc(ìent iourneys. His visir was not interrupted by stu-
<lent <le¡norìstrations or other acts of protest; no
wor<l of criticism was hearcl on the radiqor in the
l)t'css.

Yct. wc slr<¡r¡l<l take cvcrything but comfort from
lris lct:c¡rtion in lìrazil. It was possible only because
tlr<: rrrilitary govenìnle¡ìt has l¡een systematically re-
¡rrt:ssirrg :rll ¡nlitical <lpposition in recent months.
Wlrcrcver Rockefeller went, massive militaty and
¡rolir:c ¡rrotection was provided; any negative com-
nlcnts abor¡t his visit, as well as any reporting of
lrostility tlrat rniglìt havc occurred elsewhere, were
¡rrrrlribited.

This event lrighlights both the political crisis
Brazil ancl thc dilcmma our government faces in
¡roli<:y towarcl Larin Anrerica.

[,ast I)eceml¡el', in the face of mounting pressures
fol clralrge among nìany segrnents of the population,
thc military closed Congress, took away the potitical
rights of a large nurnber of thc political leaders still
arotrrrtl, and createcl a general climate of insecurity
antl Icar through incliscriminate arrests and the
tlrrcat o[ loss of ernployment fbr those who might
seerìì potentially subversive.

In A¡rlil, 7z university professors in Rio de
.frrneir'o a¡rrl Sao Paulo were dismissed by govern-
nìerìt (lccree. Somc of them had international repu-
tations :r¡rd were alnong the most otrtstanding schol-
ars in their' fielcls in Rrazil. Many of them had no
clircct political involvements. They now ìrave no
opportunity to teaclì in a Brazilian university; in
fact, ir. will be very clifûcult for thern to find other
work. Yet, in a number of instances, the! have lteen
<lcnie<l permissi()n to leave the country to seek em-
¡rloyrnent elsewhere.

Perlra¡-rs the best indication of the present state
<l[ af[:rirs is a recent order sent by the Ministry of
.f usticc to all cditors of newspapers ancl. owners of
tclcvisirr¡r stations. It consists of a long list of items
alrr¡Lrt whir:lì ¡ìo news or cclitorial comment will be
¡rcrrnitted. Arrtong them:

No lrews about, comment upon or interviews
with anyone who has hacl his political rights
takcn ¿ìway;
No rcltorting about studerìt movcnents which
ll¿rve lteen dissolverl by tlre government, nor

No criticism of the economic policy of the gov-
ernment;
No news ts, except when
provided
No news activity of the
clergy, no h Ieaders or in-
terviews with them that might create tensions
"of a religious nature."
No news about workers' movements, strikes or
other acts considered subversive which may
occur in Brazil or in foreign countries.

Under such circumstances, it is not sruprising that
an increasing number of people find themselves in
a situation of complete insecurity and that a climate
of fear and desperation is becoming more and more
widespread. A young priesr in Recife, adviser for
youth affairs of Bishop Helder Camara, was assas-
sinated a few weeks ago. His body was found hang-
ing from a tree on the university campus. Shortly
thereafter, an attempt was macle to kidnap the presi-
dent of the Union of Students of the State of per-
nambuco. When he tried to escape, he was shot and
baclly wounded. The number of political prisoners,
although unknown, is estimated to be between 2,ooo
and 5,ooo.

There is of course another side of the ledger. The
government program of economic development has
been relatively successful, and the clestruction ol
the corrupt and ineftective old political order is not
regretted. But this economic progress has thus far
not meant any significant disruption of the old
order of economic privilege, and it has occurred by
means of increasing dependence upon the US. The
military who desrroyed the old political order is in-
capable of creating a new one. Those who have the
knowledge, energy and creativity for that task are
committed to working for major social and econom-
ic reform and the participation of the dispossessecl
masses in the life of the nation. They are also the
people the military feels it must destroy or neutral-
ize tö remain in power.

It would be unwise for us to become too critical
of the Brazilian military. We in the US have helped
to get them where they are and now support
them. And in our own policy for Latin America,
we are caught in the same trap. We cannot hope to
extricate ourselves until we are able to call into
question the basic assumptions of our present eco-
nomic and political relationships, understand the
cleepest longings and hopes of the younger genera-
tion and of the dispossessed and discover how to
support rather than block their struggle. To do that
may well mean that we will have to be as concerned
about changing the structure of or¡r society as they
are of theirs.

R¡cHano SHlur,r

July 21, 1969

in
íts

,rb()r¡t st.u(lcnt political activity;
No criticism of govcrnrnent action taking
lx)lrtrcal Irgllt.s ot crtrzer
lrorn thcir eur¡;loyrnent;
Nr¡ l¡ublication o[ anytlt

x¡litical rights of citizens or dismissing

No ¡;ublication o[ anything
hostility tr¡war<l government

that rnight create
officials;
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