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" MEMORANDUH

01 officials of the Latin American Etudies Association and Other Sehalars
Interested im Brazil

FROM: Philippe C. Schoitcer

IN RE: The Recent “lavoluntary 1151;!'51.“' of §cholars in Brazil

8y coincidence, the recent "forced retiremants” of scademic personnel in
Rioc de Janeire and 510 Paule occurred literally om the eve of my departure for
Argentina (April 26=30). For the {nformation of the gfficials and mechers of
the Latin Aserican Studiss Association (LASA) and other scholars concerned with
the future of acadesmic 1ife in Brazil, 1 have .rolonged my passage here and
appointed myself, strictly %Eimﬁ"“t’;:’ll a cpe-man prelisinaty investigating
cosmittee, The following, TheR, M efully objective, but foreibly
incomplere sumsatry of ‘tha fects of the currert situation. To this 1 have added
a sat of Tecomsendations for possible action om the part of LASA.
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The prospect that the Costa & Silva Government would "humanize' the
Revolution of 1964 and Tespect the admitts 41y authoritarian, but nonetheless
non-arbitrary, provisions of the 1967 Constitution was abruptly cancelled by
the premulgation of the Sth Institutional Act on December 13, 1968. The
igmediate provecation for the Act wvas the refusal of Congrass to waive the
{emunity of one of its membere, who had apoken out against the ailitary after
thair invasien of the Universicy of Brasilis and who was accused by the government
of "publicly imciting animosity between the arped forces,” But the Act was
entirely out of preporticn to the speech of the Daputy or Congress's refusal

to exorcise itself of his. It was im gact =uch less & specific counter-Seanure
by thé Govermment than a reaction by the linha dura within the military to
what they perceived as an alarming dvifr in Brezil toward policical accomodation
and liberalizstion. Im the clearest language possible an important, indeed
detersinant, Froup of military officlals asnounced to the Brazilian pecple that
it would mot tolerate sven &- retura to the oligsrchie, "pourgeoise republican,”
pores of the post-war peried, especially those concerning tolerance of eivil
and political liberties, Following grs promulgation, the Govern=ent disbanded
the Federal Congress apd several staCe lagislatures, recired froem the Suprene
court several of its judges, susperded the political rights of dozens of
policicians and former polirical activists, arrested still dozens more after
sumsary procedures, and engaged im extensive cenporship of mass-media. IC did
not ismediately attack members of the academic profession, but concentrated

on purges withim the "policical class.”

Ominous signs, however, appeared during the early months of 1969, The
Ate - itself, removed the copstiutional guarantecs coneerning Federal employment
and smpowered tha President of the Republic to “di{smiss, remove, recire, oT
pake available {diugmiul} any (federal, state, sunicipal, oF cerritorial)
enployes of autarchic agencies, public firms, oT mixed cospanies with salaries
properticnsl to thair cerm of sarvice." Since a vast =a joricy of Brazil's
acholars are publicly eupiuyed, the potential threat to their tenure !ud fresdoa



of empression was cbvious, Even moTd cminous were the provisions puspend ing
habess cOTpuS, judicial Teview af smecotive declsions made under the AL, and
permitting the President Eo deeree further Atos at his discration.

In a climate of widespread apprehenalon = stisulaced by Tumors of
dismissals of professors and perscnal vendertad at provincial yniversities

{the censored newspapes? carried mo mention of these events) == the Government
{ispued Decrea-Law No. 577 (Februazy 26, 1%¢%) which niefines disciplinary
{nfractiona practised by professors, gtude ta, employees, ond workers of public
and private geaching tltihlllhulntl." parring strikes and stoppages, the
g;;;niigsigg_nf gubversive movements, PATateD, marches, @t&s, and the product lom,
distribution, or sterage of subversive materisl "of any type" as well as other
getivities, the Act sdded a particularly sl ulscer innovation by making the direcor
of the scheool perscnally responsible for f=gtalling a police inquiry im the
event of & complaint and for discipliming the sccused withim 45 hours "mediante
processo gusdric," Punishments ara to rva from & five-year prohibition of
enploysent in the case of teaching and & 'ministrative parsonnal to 8 three-year
expulsion for studencs with fallowship »id CO ba denied for five years. "In
th-lc;:: of foreign bolsistas, {emediar e expulslion from the country" 15 stated
punishaent.

A subsequent Tegulation of the decree gave & more prominent rols in the
initiation of accusations to the Di-rision of Security and Information of the
Minietry of Educaticn, @ quasi-mil’ tary, secret police unit within the Ministy. .
1t slso invited "any other authority oFf parsonl” to £ile complaimts: all
{avestigations are ko pass througn this Division which vill exercise, io con~
junctiocn with the Winister, ultiaats authority over judgment and sentencifg.

in the midst of public relations campalgns intended CO weranquilize spirics,”
prosete @ "rgturn TO political norsalicy,” end appeal te Brazilian scholars
abroad to repatriate themselves, the Rio de Janeiro newspapers of April 26

carried slmost without coument & list of 46 funciondrios publicos who had been
{1n1n1uuttrtlr] retired with pay ptnpnrtiannl to thelir time of service. With

f£gw emceptions, these consisted of unlversity professors (sea attached 1ist for
the names of thoss pffected as of May 13th, with their institutional affiliacion
snd field of -g==141£:tr'un:. On this first list were such proainent professors
as FloTestan Farpandes, obé Leite Lopes, Roberte Aceioli, Hanoel Maruicio de
Albuguatque, apnd Eulalia Maria Lannayer Lobo.

Four days later (april 30) a second and much longert list was promulgates,
this one containing sostly politiclans and diplomats, alend with 24 professors
at the University of S0 Paulo. Again the primacy target seamed to be social
scientists, B celo Prade Jeniex, Fernande Henrique cardose, Octdvio Tannd,
Paula Belguelman, Paulo Singat, slthough it also contained a pusber of wery
proainent scholars in the physical sciences and padicinas
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In peither casg werd any spgcific accugations leyisd against the dismisaed
ortunl £

professors and resesrchers, ROT Were they given the glightent @
T s EE W The decisions cEEE abrupCl

snd arbitrarily == without Warn to tho invalved withaut X a
ub [ »

Tha snalysis of the process, motives, and consequences == Lo say nothing
about predictions of likely future behavior == {s bound to be axcesaively
speculative in an ambiente such a# prazil is currently experiencing, Fragmentary
data, allusions, TumOTS, supposition, and pure guessvork substitute for the
systesatic juxtaposition of multiple cbservations. The alpost complere censor=
ship of the newspapers insures incosplete inforsation on the part of Govermment
officiale, as well as the affected parties and cutside obs ETVETS.

From a series of informal interviews &ud what has been available publicly,
1 can offer the following speculations a8 to process, motive, and consequences.

Process: Thers wars significant diffevences 4n the way in which the twe
lists of "retirees" wers elaborated. Th first was, in the epinion of all,
vhadly done,” In at least ona cass, the apesentado {Bolivar Lamounier,

a Ph.D. candidate at UCLA currently working with tha Candide Mendes Research
Institute), was fired from a Federal position which he had never occupled.
ochers seemed to have been similarly irrationally accused or selected. The
principal cargek, however, was the teaching and research scaif of the Institute
 de Filosefia e Cienciss Soclais (IFCS) «f the Federal University of Rio.
(Forserly, when I taught there, it was just the Institute de Ciencias Soclais
da Universidade do Brasil.)

. whe initiative apparently came from the investigacing ccamission inside
the Ministry of Education composed of General Furola (a man of near legendacy
brutslicy). Professor Jorge Boaventurd, 0 wd Professor Halis Avelar. Accusations
were reportedly filed against their collragues by varioua radical rightist
professers within the Institute and the Upivarsity (most repeatedly, named as
responsible was Eremildo Viana, professor of medieval and amclent history and
ex=director of tha Faculdade de Filosofin da FRJ) who had the necessary
contacts with military officials and cou.d thereby eliminate thelr policical and
personal epponents within thesa,

The second (58c Paulo) list algo bears tha stamp of a personal vendetita
rooted im faculty politics. The curcent Hinister of Justice, luiz Antonlo da
Gama e Silva, is the former rector of USF and the victims read suspiciously
1ike a list of his persomal opponents, & BTouUp of younger professors, devoted
to uaiversity reform. Whersas the first list appeared suddenly, & presidential
decree with little or no prioT Lollagial evaluation, the second ilssued from an
alaborate and publicized meating of the Rational Security Council (CSK) and
followed what might be called the "mormal™ channels of repressiva policy-making.
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The point to be made here is thidt the decisional process in contemporary
razil Ls extremely erratic and unpredictable; It sooe cases to get & repressive
decision 1if would suffice si=ply to get the ear of the proper silicary official
{espacially Jayse Portela, the Head of Costa ¢ Silva's Military Household),

In other cases an elabsrate formal procedurs is followed involving deliberacion
by the whole Cebinet, although inside Information on the C5N meeting indicared
that none of the civilian Ministers dared question Gama & Silva's list and chat
the =seeting itself was a mere formality., It is widely believed that civilian
ministers and state governors even within their specific policy sector or geo=
graphic area; are not capable or influential encugh to prevent repressive
iniciatives emanacing from military sources: The Minister of Education was
reliably reported mot to have known of the first Jisc before ir was published

in the papers; the Governcr of B30 Paulo was informed of the second list by the
radio report.

Motives: From tha preceding description, 1t would appear that private
objectives rooted in internal faculty disputes layed sn isportant role,
Kevertheless, certain interesting "ecoincidences” sugpest other possible motives.
The "retired" professors had two characteristice in cosmom (1) they were al=ost
invariably among thea most popular with students; (2) they were scrongly
cocmitted to and active in university reform. As a group they certainly could
not be (and indeed were mot) accused of flagrsat leftism or subversion. There
is mo evidence of any organizational links wi'h oppositiom groups or radical
ideological convictions on the part of the group as a whole, The presence of

- a cercain nusber of scientists of.wall=known apol al leanings but who
“suffered" from their popularity with studerts and thelr interest in mederalszing
their respective faculties confirms in the sinds of many observers what seemed
te be the ulterior motives behind the repr- asive acts. Also many more
obviously leftist professors whe were less popular or active in university reform
were unscathed by the purgas,

The fact that social sclentists vere especially hard-hit has convinced

that the military are especfally wary about undergraduate instruction in
these disciplines, One informant repovted knowledge of an internal report
in tha Superior War School which eoncluded that social science was too
"iptoxicating” for undergraduates and, therefore, should mot be taught, although
no objections were ralsed against ressarch or graduats instructics. .
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The initial concentratiom of effert on the Instituto de Filosofis &
Cifmcios Sociais in Rio de Janeiro was also a clear indication of tha Goverrment '8
intention to punish professors sympathetic to student protést demands. Students
of the IFCS had been particularly active in the demonstrations of last year; itE
directory had been paricdically harassed by rocusation, military interrogation,
and even a bomb explosion Im front of their building im Botafogo, largely on the
vague grounds of promoting &tudent political activisim. It was, not jokingly,
accused of being the "Nanterrs Cariocs."

Egﬂ;;*g]nigg} of courss, the most imsediate one is the stoppsge of much of
the country's important research in the physical and medical sciences, the completo
collapse of the Social Science Institute in Rio de Janeiro, and che paralysis of
the Faculty of Philesophy im 550 Paule. In the latter cdss, studencs apontaneous ly
want on strike (witheut, of course, calling it such). A Committee for the

Defense and Autoncmy of USF was formed with the ludicrously cautlious sssertion

that it was "sem cardter polfcice.” 1n Rio de Joneire the response has been less
concerted and more amomic =- & BOTL of diffuse feeling of anger, fear, and halp-
lessness, From Rlo Grande do Sul case news of the resignation in solidarity of
Lefnidas Xausa as director of the Social Seir o Department.

In convarsations with several sposentados wnd others, 1 sensed o surprisingly

united reaction, perhaps the first imstance of an emerging nationally-coordinaced
perspective eon the part of secclal scientiscs in Brazil -- jteelf a somewhalk
ancouraging aspect im an otherwise very discouriging gituation, First and fore=
most is their desire to aveld "another Argentini” or, in other words, the whole=
sale resigoation and emigration of scholars frca the country. These not (yet)
affected are being encouraged net £o resign; those already affected are exploring
various possibilities for shifting to private sources of research gupport and
training facilities (a.g. Ehe Instituto Universidade da Pesquisa da Faculdada
C3ndido Mendes, the Cerdlio Vargaa Foundation (ifs privaca granding and autoncay
from Coversment interference ls questionablae) and the lnecituto Nacional de
Estudos de Desemvolvimento {INED) in SEo Paule). For a few at the top -echelons
with important research projects and scme students in advanced graduate studies

. whose professors have been forced to resign, going abroad moy be the only alterna=<
tive.

The Frobable Futurd: The dreariest scenario suggest that these events are
ealy the tip of an iéeberg == the first move in & carefully caleulated, “salomi=
slicing,” tactic simed ultimately at destroying cthe indepandent scadesic life of
the country, especially in fa saical sciences, by gliminating one Eroup of
schalars after another. Basad on @ meticulous weagt-benefit" analysis, the hard
line military single out & certain marginal set of victims, remove thes vhile

the other who remain relatively unaffected by the first slice simply wait thelr
turn. Backing this {nterprectacion are some af tha ideclogical pronouncements and
expressions of gbjectivas put out by thes military, the recent statement of the
Justice Miniscer that “the punishments have no guantitative limit and are going
to ceach all sectors of national life,” the failure of the Gevernor of (1]

faule to appeint as new rector of USPF the name sast voted on by the University
Council as traditionally had basn the case, and the stramge motices that military
officers have been {nsisting on thelr right Lo enter the universitios to take
coursas and degrees without taking the ygual entrance examination.

-



The socond scanarlo depiccs the Costo @ Silva regpine oE axceedingly narrow=
based, yulnerable o silicazy factionalias, hopalessly confused, follewing contTd=
di¢cory and self-defeating policies {e.g. publicly promoting an plaborate univer=
sity raform bill and then empelling mest of the professors interested in the
reform; attempting to close the technological gap & la servan=-Schreiber and then
forcing the most dynamic and original researchers EO resign), and completely
lacking a predictable, logieal decigion-making structure. Decisions emerge from
s variety of sources based on a puzzling cosbination of {ndividual initiative,
personal vendetta, military cghbertura, and infighting batween eligues within the
regise -- with no apparent method or madness. The Fresident, Costa & Silva, is
viewed a3 basically a weak figure who has to parmit & great deal of dalegation
of declsional autonomy, although ha must ulecimataly signs all decrees, and who is
kept deliberately f1l-informed by a tight eircle of rightist milicary advisors
and a bland, thoroughly censored prass.

in either scenario, the future of academic fraedom and origimal research
in Brazil is grim. Whether they coma as part of a careful plan or as the result
of vengeful, isolated initiatives, averycne anticipates further wratirements" of
university personnel. Bumors of additional 1ists in Rio and Sie Paulo and naw
ones in other stetes and who is oo them are rife. A sense of impending doca
coupled with helplessness, but 80 far not accospanied by penic, penetrated all
areas of intellectual endeavor. For a country with an enviable past record for
rolerance and the protection of civil liberties, it is & gad tals, For & Tesaar=
cher whe is returning CO Brazil for the firstc time i{n three years, it has been
a shocking experience. 2
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Sygpested COUTSES of action: Any action taken by LASA or other group of
Asarican scholars == and 1 am fimmly convinced chat the scholarly community sheould
take a stand on this unequivocal breach of academic freedoa == must take into &= -
count the sed fact that the curtent Brazilian regime is one of the most author=
{tarian regimes in post-war Latin America and getting more so daily. Attempts Lo
ceemunicate with, much less effectively influence, policy-makers are hardly
likely to succesd unlass formulated in & sannar calculated to sppeal teo Che
pilitary mind, e.g. the need for research Lo enhance Brazil's pational securlty,
or accompanied by the threat of such sanctions, €.E. the withdrawal of U.5. aid
altogether cr from specific projects, that the regime has TO pay attentlon EO
thes. LASA is mot likely to meke an impact ©f gither ground:

Perhaps more impoTrtamt, 4s the impact that a scrong stand will have on the
spirits and will to resist of Brazil's scholars. A sign that the outside world
does care about the mointenance of an pdvanced and progressive resaarch capacity
{n Braazil and thac it is prepared to facilicate chis internslly and, if neces®
sary, externslly could be very important. Also useful might be & sign fre= the
international scholarly cesmunicy that those so-called acadenies who uee expedi=-
encial "pavolutionary” appeals to military sutherities in order To resolve thelr
{nternal faculty disputes and Lo prevent univeraity refora by purging their op=
pﬂ!l.lll'.ll'h‘l.ll aventually suffer scse consequences.
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I. thercfore, propose the following measures:

L. The immediace dispatch of an official LASA investigaring coomittee charged,
as in the Argentins case, with conducting an inquiry into all aspects of the
recent imnveluntary retirements and the eventual publication of & report. This
committes should seek maximum publicity for its efforts (although lts activicies .
will ba surely censored out of the Brazilian press). The governments af the
United States and of Brazil should be inforsed formally of this mission and its
composition. It would be desirable if the cosmittee of fnquiry could be compos ed
of scme three to five persons of comsiderable intellectual stature hera inm
Brazil, with at least one representative from the physical sciences and, hopeful=
ly, with European as well as North American participatiom.

2. - Information concerning the state of Brazil's universities and research
institutions should be disseminated as widely as possible, e.g. lstters to neva<
papers, Congress, the Department of State, etc. I am thoroughly “unoptiaistic”
about aAny attempt to get the State Deopariment Co make even & synbolic gesture,

but tha effort should be made. Interestingly, here in Brazil, some hope is
entertained that Nelson Rockefeller im his forthcoming visit cam be prevalled upon
to express his concern with the state cf acadeaic life and publie freedoas in
this country. Wis Latin American sdvisors should bs approsched and appralsed of
the eontent of this memorandum. Amother possible area for applying pressure might
be the international lending agencien, especially those with loans in the educa-
tional sector such as the LADE.

3. An informal clearing house should be set up by LASA with the purpose not
only of disseminating information sbout further repressive acts, but also of
collecting requests by Brazilian s-helars who feel they must leave tha cOUBLEY
and who desire esployment andfor cducational eppoTtumily abroad. This sarvice
could be especially critical for persons in the husmanities and “softer" social
sciences who are likely to fimd it move difficult to join ome of the exiscing
private research Ceams,

&, Foundations should be spproached and impressed wich the desirabilicy of
"emergency” financing for private academic and research ventures im Brazil, e.g.
the Cindido Mendes Institute and the Iastituto Macional de Estudos de Desenvolvis
sento in 580 Paulo, True, there is mo DL Tella Imstitute in Brazil but a series
of , hopefully interceanscted, mini-Di Tellas may suffice to keep the social
sciences alive in these tryirg times. :

- Internstional profess nal associacions should be appraised of the purges
and requested to transfer, where possible, their meetings away from Brazil.

- gapecially, they should be appraised of the names of the persons involved and re=
gquested Co ATtempt to avold cenferricg prestigious comtacts opca-thisa directly
involved in the repression. Incidentally, {nterneticnol henors and invitations
are still well=publicized in the Brazilian newspapers and serve to embarass the
Covernment when givea to forcibly "retired" professors.

Philippe C. Schmitter
Rie de Janeiro "
15. May 1969
Attachment (1)



Helio Lourengo de Oliveira

ulty o g

Calo Prade Jr. (History)

Emilias Violetta da Costa (HiatoTy)
Fernando Henrique Cardosa (Sociolegy)
Florestan Fernandes (Soclology)

Octivio Isnni (Sociolegy)

Paula Deiguelsan (Politics)

Marie Schesberg (Physics)

Jaynme Tiomno {Physica)

Bento Prado Alemida Ferraz {Philosophy)
José Artur Glasnotci {Fhilosophy)

Faculty of Medicine

Alberto Carvalho da Silva (Physiology)™
tsalas Raw (Blochemiscry)™
Luiz Rels
Luis Hildebrand Pereirs da Silva
BEeinaldo Chisverimi

of icipe in Ribeipdo Preto

Helie Lourenge de Oliveira {Paychology and Faychiastry)

Foaculty af Archi ure and
Jon Andre Velgareche Maitrejesn
Jodo Batista Vilanova Artigas
S¢ 1 af ltural ica
Jean Claude Bernadic (Fils)

Paculty of Public llealth snd Hveieng
Elsa Salvatori Berqub (Statistica)
paule Israel Singer (Statiscica)

tltuce of =
Psule Alfeu Monteiro Duarte (Director)

% Professor Carvalho is also president of the §io Paulo State Rescarch
“Foundation (FAPESE): —

wx Professer Raw is alse presidente of the Carloa Chagas Foundation and
sclentific direttor of the Foundation for tha Developzent of Sclemce
Teaching.



UNIVERSITY CF $KO PAULQ (cont'd)
Jnstitute Butantd (for the study of polscnous venos)

Olga Baeta NHenriques (Blocheniat) i
Sebastiio Baeta Henrigques (Biophysicisc)

Joscitute of Ehlluiﬂhg snd Soclal Sclences

~ Marias Cells Pedroso Torves pandeirs (Seciology)
Marisa Coutinho {(Seciology)
Moema Eulalis de Oliveire Toscand (Sociolegy)
Alberto Coelho de Souza (5ociology)
Lincoln Bicalho Rogue (feciology)
Gay José Paulo de Holanda (History)
Maris Yeda Linhares (HistoTy)
Hugo Welss (Eistory)
Manuel Mauricio de Albuguerque (RistoTy)
Maria 580 Paulo de Vasconcelos {Aathropology)
Josk Antenio da Mota Fassanhs (Fhilosophy)

Jostisute of Cecsclances
Fdusards Moura da Silva Rosd (Ceography)
Josk Leice lopes (Director)
Jogas Cristévio Cardoso
Eliss Ester Frots Pessod

Plinio Sussekinl da Focha
Sara de Castro . arbosa

tic of Mathgs
Maria Laura Leite Lopes

Schecl of Chemletry

Auguste Araujo Lopes zanith (Director) .
Aurelio Auguste Rocha

Wﬁl
¥srio Antonlo BaTata

Quirino Campofiorite
Abelarda Zaluar

Alberto LatorTe da Faria



- PEDFRAL VNIVERSITY OF RIQ DE JANEIRD (ceac'd)

Faguley of Loy
Albarto Portocarrero de Miranda

Eghu-n-l of Music
Josh de Lima Siqueirs

Mirism Limceire Cardoso Lins (Socioclogy)
Bolivar Lamounler (Political Sclence )

José Antenioc da Mota Pessacha (Philosophy)*=ece
Maruel Meuriclo de Albuquergue (HistoTy

Joso Cristévie Cardoso (Phys ics )X

COLECTO DOM PEDRO I (Secondary School)

Roberto Bandeira Acleldl
maris Helena Trench villag Boas

Hassim Gabriel Merediff (Education)

UEngEE (Ric de Janeiro)
Qsmar Cusha (Ex-[ederal depucy)
Yara Lopes Vargas (Ex-federal deputy)
Helis Marques da Silva
}ilron Lesse Bastos
Wilsen Ferreira Liza
Maris José de Oliveira
Jole Luis Duboc Ploaud

MENOWN (SEo Paule) : 3

Julio Pudeles
Fedro Calil Padis

. xxx Professor Lamounler is also directer of tha Uaiversity Institute of
fesearch of the Faculty CEndide Mendas

- yoook These professors weTe also listed sbove as faculty members of the
Federal University of Rie de Janelro.



