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reforms; conversely, the professors who were forcibly retired were those
most interested in pressing changes. Professor Miguel Reale, right-wing
leader at the Law School of the University of Siio Paulo stated to a ConGen
officer: "We could not let them make the changes (i.e. reforms) contem-
plated. " The Acting Rector, Helio Lourengo de Oliveira, and two others
on the USP Council were among those retired; informants report all three
were reform-minded leaders.

Persons who know the character of both past and present acting rectors

are also skeptical about the implementation of reforms. Helio Lourengo

de Oliveira is generally believed to be "the best rector the University has

had in the past twenty years. " He was a moderate who ‘was dedicated and

interested in reforms, who believed strongly in a dialogue with the students,

and who moved rapidly in the field of administration. Informants testify

that Oliveira approved papers in a matter of days which previously required

weeks or months; he not only was a good administrator himself but infused

this spirit in the organization. On the other hand, Acting Rector Alfredo

Buzaid is a member of the right-wing ""hardliners, '* a close friend of
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 forced retirement of professors. He fears the
. WH;rth GOB's recent actions; further,
.:.'J.ﬂ,,._. ‘that the would like to suppress the School of Sociology
5 e luwu-mm"mmnwr had to be careful

about cassating professors in engineering and medicine, but that they had
no use for studies such as socielogy which they consider "subveraive.
He -H‘hﬂb'-ﬂﬂih professors retired at USP had been a Communist;
- most of these removec nl - others would now go to the United States.

Bragilisn education co ‘the loss of some of its best professors,

- ﬁﬁ :umrl.'l.n of both teachers and students. Another pro-

fessor ll.th. School of Sociology told a ConGen officer that eight or ten
: Brazilian military officers were atiending classes at his School. While this
ghould be beneficial to the officers concerned, because of their exposure to
the professors and other studenmts, it was dangerous for the University, since
the officers were making reports to the government. This inhibited the
i professors greatly--they were fearful of making frank statements, of criticizing
the government, or even of having their statements on economic or political
subjects misinterpreted.

Observera believe that the removal of the professors will disrupt the University
of 830 Paulo for the next several months, if not years. A number of schools
had been hard hit, and professors are not available to teach classes in which
many students were enrolled, particularly in philosophy and sociology. While
the University reforms will undoubtedly be approved on paper, implementation
of changes will depend on motivation and active pressure. Most knowledgeable
informants are extremely doubtful that the new Acting Rector and other in-
fluential right-wing professors will push the reformsa with the nccessary vigor.
Happily, some areas of the University have been little affected, such as the
Instituto de Pesquisis Economicas, the Post Graduate School of Economics,
which is being assisted by Vanderbilt University under an AID contract.
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