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FROM  : Amesbassy RIO DE JANEIRO DATE: August 1k, 1969

SUBJECT : Ex post facto evaluation of recent professorial purge
Brazilian sclentific and technological commmnity.
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the subject of the purge in relatiom to the scientific and techno-
loglcal community. Approgimately four months hindsight would
appear o confirm the Embassy's sarly assessment (see Ric 3250)
that the "implications for (the) future health (of the) Brazilian
scientific and technological commmity can fairly be characterized
as cminous; (that the) damage inflicted by (the) purge (has been)
significant but (is) not at this stage irreparable.

2. Conditions within the scientific and technological community
related to the purge and its aftermath may be sumparized as follows:

A) There is a slowly s knowledge of what appears to be
t.]?-arulrmmthrll':rmun viduals were purged. This in
turn is resulting in a gradually spresding malaise especially
within the university and institute segmenta of the commumity.
(As is to be expected; a reaction of similar intensity is not
discernible in the governmental or industrial sectors of the
commnity.) The apparent absurdity of some of the official
charges (see RioA-329) Emnd the increasing kmowledge of the personsl
vendettas involved, no matter how explainable om human or political
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(2) a sincere Fecognition by some
that Brasi)

afford to cavalierly dispense With the Berviceg o
leading flgures in the scientiri, &nd techng)
eWE are not completely "ﬂrthﬂdn:";

pur onfident he Will be able to
SWrnmount thege difficultiag renew the “eleang -

C) The underlying Pessimigm
important of thege SPPeAr to be the fo

T T

S & S B LT




el a0 ohe sanongs Thaes

a1

and almnge bon-funct fone] in a technical Bense, a condition which cannof

long continye without the onaet of pag) academie Strophy. To eipe another

example, bowever, in tpe Biophygies Institute at the lfnimsit..r of Rig

the POSt- purge effects are hardly discernibla. Other groups fall in

between thege two conditiopg. Cﬂnluqulut-lh there SPpears to haye been
ady

E) Although the information has been held rathes Cightly within »
that the Gove
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unsettling effect on aclentific and
Academi

F) A fina) factor which must

consider conducive

state of affairs has, perhaps, & more

heunhimhﬂutmdu

gradually
umnghnkimthlm:tr :m:m!uihtthuhnpmﬂ to those
sclentigts and technologists who choge to leave Brazil et the time of,
rather than "stick 1t out. " To the best of

counted for the long-tera future of Brazilian

S50 far that attitude has indicated that favorable persomal and profes-

sional conditions axist out
by the very virtue af that,
future.

s In conclusicn, therefore,

be that:

a) As a result of the pur,
actions, such as budget res
nological community has fal

8ide of Brazil for compe

it constitutes & danger to the long-term

ge and other pozgibly re
trictions, the Brazilian
tered and lost a step.

country, such an event would be regrettable but by
a developing country like Brazil it assumes tragie commotations. With
ical gap between developed and developing
countries widening despite significant

the sclentific and

countries, a country like Bragil simply cannot
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the reporting officer's evalustion would

lsted Government
sclentific and tech-

In & more developed
no means serious. In

in the developing

afford to miss even one
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