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' | “& | TRecent developments in‘ the University of 580 Paulo Physics Department T

Fe5 [ums | mes | continue to be of interest because, from a purely scientific point of view,

Y| /0| @ | this department has been one of the all too few nuclei of good science in
PET|Mic |¥5F | Brazil. The department has approxdmately 800 students in undergraduate

{1 £ Y | and graduate training and offers a curricula recognized and accepted by
leading ingtitutions in the States, e.g., the University of Wisconsin.
Research work within the department has for several years been of
excellent quality by Brazilian standards and good quality by international
standards. It is the acknowledged "center of excellence' in physica
research in Brazil.

Unfortunately, the Physics Department has been rent for many years by
<+ dissensions, largely originating with leftist and nationalist oriented

- professors in the department and - personal rivalries, the most recent
of which was reported in Rio A-992. Without doubt, these dissensions
have exerted an enervating influence on the department. ]

: It is the impression of both Brazilian officials and knowledgeable
- American sources that despite this political dissension and the loss of

: gome of the better professors to other faculties, the overall scientific
quality of the department has remained remarkably unimpaired. Because
of the importance of this department in the overall Braziliag §-year plan
for the development of science and technology, the Congen aggd Sciantt,
however, have examined in a8 much depth as possible the efféct that the
current dissension may have on the long-term [luture of Brazilian physics
generally and on the department in particular.
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By all indications, the recent resignation of Dr. murllLAmnchlllmge
inthnhrnunthrhnlmﬂw It is not clear, however,
that this has materially helped matters. The students of the Physics

It appears that the conclusion in the last paragraph of Rio A-992 is justified,
More seriously, unless the current gituation is resolved within & reasonable
time and students as well as professors can return to productive work, there
is a question whether or not the scientific quality of the department can be
preserved. If it cannot be, an important bullding block in the Brazilian
National Regearch Council's 5-year plan for the development of science
m-mmﬁymmnunummm. If past kistory can be
taken as a guide, mmmmﬂmumwumm-mm
occur. More probably, progréss will be simply retarded at this important
point in the evolution of Brazilian science.
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