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Professors at Federal University of Minaa uern;l.l ﬂtlﬂd"

by Federal Decree.
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1. In the last four weeks seventeen professors at the Federal Univeraity
of Minss Geralz have been "retired" by decree-laws issued Ly the governing
militery tirumvirete. Included in the group sre seven who have been to
the United States on grants of pcoe kind sr ansther from the [.5. Govern-
mert or the Ford Fourdation and another professor who 18 the head of the
Caltural Cormittes of the Bi-Natiopnal Center heres in Bslo.

a) Their nsses and & brief bisgraphieal sketch f31low:
L Decree-lsv published September 12,

Rodolfo de Abreu Bhering, director of the faculty of Economic
Sclences, was a well regarded economist who has collaborated with govern-
ment planners in preparing a number of economic studies. He i3 not
esaily ildentified with any political ideology and his inclusion pm the
list wans a surprise.

ourival Vilela Viana, was the dean of the lawv facult
leader grantee in 15963, His "retirement” was unexpscted.

Julis Barbosa, directar of the Politiecal Scienpe Dervartment, was
the professor In charge of the grsduste political science program at the
University, a Ford Foundstion project. He visited the United Stetes on
a Ford Foundstion grant. In 1965, IPM (security) proceedings were brought

against him but never completed.

He w82 &

Amilcar Viana Martins, professor in the faculty of medicine, ia one

of the leading Bragilien suthorities in Chages disease and the director
of the Miras Musevm pf Netursal History. "He was alsg charged in TPM

hearings in J500. o5
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Bami 8irihal, s professor of literature at the Behool of Philasophy, was
eited in IPM proceedings in 1965,

Fabls Lucas Gomes, member of the Minss Academy of Letters, poet, literary
critic and professor at the faculty of economics, was a leader grantee in 1967,
He was named in the IPM hearings in 1965,

Silvip de Carvalho Vasconcellss, professor of architecture, is regarded as
one of the most prominent architectursl historisns in the country., An asuthor
of books and articles on verious other subjects, Vesconcellos is obe of the
outstanding intellects of Minas. He is the head of the eultural committee of
the Bi-National Center in Belp and the srchitect who designed the Center's
recently completed bullding. IPM proceedings were brought sgeinst him in 1965.

Tarcisio Ferreirs, book seller, is a professor of Latin at the school of
philosophy. He was cited ir IPM setion in 1965,

Eder SimBes is a professor at the philodbhy school,

Guido Antanio de Almeida, teaches at the philossphy school and was cited
in the IPM proceedings of 1965, He is s former Pulbright scholar (FY-561).

Maris Andrea Rios Loisla, teaches at the University in Julz de Fors,
Celson Diniz Pereira is a physicist at the University of Minas Gerais.

2 Decree- law Euﬂud October II.

Gerson de Brito Melo Boson was the Rector of the University and was in the
United States on a leader grant when the decree was published. Although his
forced retirement hed been rumoured for some time it nevertheless caze ss a

surprise,
ilii—

Alulsgis Pimenta, sn ex-Rector of the University, was in Chile on contract
for the IDB and has not been active here recently. He was a leader grantee in
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2. Generally astute political observers here do not sttempt to retionalize this
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last
any political activities or identification. None could seriously be charged
with corruption and only one has & previcus history of close assoclation with
extreme laftist causes. The Government, these o content; is now
settling mccounts with those against whom process (IPM) was begun in
varisus ressons but never completed. Others attempt to explain the list as
the personal whim of high officials in the Ministry of Bducation in Rio
are acting, willy nilly, on the basis of informetion supplied by various persons
here. To support this accusstion these cbservers cite several well known
leftists in the feculty who thus far have escaped sanction.

5. Other sources who were involved in the revolution in 1964 and bave continued
to maintain their influence within revolutionary circles here admit the seeming
ideplogieal inconsistency but contend that the lists were pevertheless cospiled
on & rational, common standard: responsibility. Professor Boson, these sources
admit, could sever be considered a subversive himself, but when faced by
pressures from subversive slesents within the university he failed to exercise
girong leadership. His attitude, they say, wes weak and permisaive. The same
grounds are cited as the basis for the retirement of the several faculty deans.
These sources claim that subversion in the University can be contained only

by men of determination who are willing to stand up against it. The process

of cleaning out the permissive types will have t> be continued for some time yet
if the subversive threat is to be countered.

+ The latter view is probably a reasonably accurete explanatisn of the
wo retirement lists. Certainly very few of the professprs included could be
congidered leftista or subversives. But whatever the basis, the result has been
tz seripusly demoralize the faculty at the University and undermine higher
education in this state. The rector, the deans and key professors in social
science fecultles have been eliminated. This has been a blow to the university
which it will be long in overcoming.
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rightists and "democratic"” students. (See Embassy Memcon of
October 17, 1969.)  An additional factor in his "cessation" was
personal malice arising out of Boson's dealings with the Meira

Mattos investigating cammittee in 1968, When presented by that
committee with a detailed list of questions about subversion in
his university, he responded with a defiant plea for university
autonomy. The MEC source made it clear that his challenge to
Meirs Mattos group eliminated any possibility that his alleged
lesdership deficiencles as rector might have been overlocked,
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