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r The three attached memorandums of conversation provide addi-
tional details on the patterns of punitive actions on
campuses in the Northeast.
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Enclogure 1 covers a cooversation with Pather Geraldo de Freltas,
Rector of the Pernambuco Catholic University. While welcoming
Institutional Act No. 5 as a means for ending the trend

toward anarchy on caspus, Father Freitas is stroogly critical

of recent punitive measures aimed at the university. He
discusses efforts to force him to apply sanctions against
allegadly subversive students and his determination to resist
guch pressgures.

Epnclogure 2 covere & conversation with Roberto Cavalcanti,
Professor of Bconomics at the Fernambuco Federal University.
Cavalcanti attributes repressive tendencies at the Economics
Faculty (where 15 students were recently suspended) to
personal and professicnal rivalries among professors. He
finds both direct and indirect military pressure on the
campus on the increase.

Enclogure 3 covers a conversation with Maria de Lourdes Soares,
Administrative Assistant to the Rector of the Federal Univer-
sity of Parafbs. Miss Scares claims that more than 200
gtudents have been prevented from registering at the Federal
University of Parafba for political reasons. The technigue
being used to deny enrollment 48 the selactive refusal of

schglarahip ald on political grounds.
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have reportedly been blocked from enrollment th the systematic denial
of scholarship aid on political grounds (see above). Iwenty-seven contract
professors have npurhd.‘l.r been dismissed. J
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. Fﬁikﬁ ‘and bef ‘Decree L he ten were subseguently con
victed of violation of thae e Naticnal Becurity Law for
leading the attack on USIS offices in Fortaleza on April 1, 1968 (see
Rio 2375). Last week four other Fortaleza students (and one lawyer) were
glven segtences ranging from eix to 35 months for alleged subversive
activities as defined by the expanded National Security Law (see also

Recife A-35).
E__%%ﬁmﬂﬂﬂt information indicates a wide variety of
methods being to punitive action against suspect studenta and

professors, including the following:
Preventl at : Used in Fortaleza against the 10 students who

were later expélled and in Pernambuco in the roundup of studepts prior to
commemorative ceremonies celébrating the 1964 revolution;

Denial of matriculation: Used extensively throughout the region when
classes res én March 3;

Denial of scho is e: Used on large scals in Jollo Pessoa and
perhaps elsewhere as well:
e

Suspensions under Decree 4T7: Thus far used only in Permambuco.
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"revolutional objectives™ will be counted more heavily than the ability of
the professor or the quality of his instruction. Bimdlarly, the systematic
removal of large mumbers of stulents from the university is likely to create
4 ready pool of recruits for those--i.e. the PCBER and the Margahellistg—-

- w L ﬂ“r- tul" and £y __ i
encouragement that the ties have given adequate copsideration to
these problems. All in all, it is clear that the witch-hunt is one aspect

of this phase of the revolution on the campuses of the Northeast.

1/ The indiscriminate application of punitive measures is pot without its
positive side. We have had several reports that attendance at class by
professors occupying lifetime chairs (ca: ) bas improved significantly
since IA-5, spparently out of fear that substandard perforaance might be

used a8 a criterion for punitive action. (We know of no instance where

this test has been applied.) This, too, has its negative side, however,
since, as one professor pointed out, the instructers teaching in the place

of seliom-appearing catedr8ticos are often far better teachers than the
catedrBticos themselves., :
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| Pernasbuco Catholic University since 1966. He is known both for his
ipdependence

moderation and his « He was strongly critical of last year's
e he¥ R S t

b8 & stout defender of student liberties and their right to hsith
eriticism and dissent.)

Father Freites made the following comments of interest:

Ei &q %;E %]E; Institutional Act No. 5 was in a sense welcome
it an & tultrnudtnuurdmrc]urmthucm* On the
other hand, punitive sctions recently taken im the university field have
gone too far, Aﬂqmtumrmﬂmrruﬂurﬁnrthhwtﬂuﬂ &
list of “"subversives" for punitive action under the terms of Decmuﬁﬂ. i/
The Catholic University refused to submit suck a list. The Rector and the
directors of the facultiss of the university in declining the mequest
stated that they would assume full résponsibility for the conduct of their
students. If the students henceforth committed mcts considered to be
subversive by the authorities, university officials would then take
appropriate punitive action. The Rector thus places himgelf in a difficult
position with the authorities on ome gide and the students on the othar;
nelther of these groups are subject to his control. If the Rector is

forced to act by either group, the situgtion will then have to be re=

L/ Decree 47T of Pebruary 25 providea procedures for the suspension of
students for three yoars and professors for five Years 1f, after a

sumary investigation, they were found to have engaged in subversive
activities (see Rio 1k70 - ;
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(In addition to teaching comparstive economics at the Pernasbuco Federal
University, Cavalcantl also directs the university's graduate economics
program. He holds & :-hr'l degree in m tﬂ#nl-bin lhlﬂrli.w:

Iﬂﬂ.iﬂﬂdﬂ.}" -of the
Hi

hmh.t-:lnn Sage ﬂﬂuﬂtﬁﬂhmmm&hlmmﬂmm: 3
Pernambuco for the past two years, he has developed wide contacts with the
left-of-center student leadership. )

Cavalcant]l made the following comments of interest:

SUMMARY
Becent suspenszicn of students at the Pernambuco Federal University reflscts
growing pressure from the suthorities to purge the campus of all "redical"
students and professors. The Director of the Economics Faculty acted .
prematurely in suspending 13 students without mwaiting an offigial intere
pretation of the government decree providing autherity for such expulsions.
The University BRector has refused to assume responsibility for the
director's action, which nevertheless will probably stamd. A list of nine
professors to be disciplined has alsc been drawn up and submitted to the
Director of the Economica Faculty. No suspensions of professors are
expected in the near future although those suspect are being kept under
"observation" for the time being. Principal motivation for the preparation
of the list seems.te-have been personal and professional rivalries among
professors rather than questions of subwversion. In Parafba, 27 professors
have been dismissed. Military pressure, both direct and indirect, is
pecoming an increasingly significent factor on the campus.




.....

They have appealed the director's action in the courts in the hope that
they will be reinstated. It is highly doubtful, however, that the
Wlimﬂllh relaxed on technical grounds. .

regulations, if a student is out of school for two consecutive years he must
enroll again as a freshman, which would mean repeating the tedious westi-
bular process all over again. Thus, in practice, the fuspensions mean an
interruption of four, five, Blx, or even more years in an academic program.

As an interesting sidelight, the list of students suspended from the
Economicg Faculty included Margarida da Costa Carvalho, the daughter of the
brother of the director. This step was taken with the utmost reluctance,

but the director felt himself forced to take it. It would have been
diffieult for him to justify the other suspensions to even the =cet credulous
at the university if Margarids, one of the principal student mctivigts at
the university, had not been Ineloded,

%&wﬂ: Frofessors at the Pederal Universily are also
Creasing presgure. A list containing the names of nine professors
to be suspended at the Economics Faculty has bsan circuwlating on campus for
the past month. (Beberto stated that, in addition to his own name, the
list included Nelson Saldeanha, Luig Oliveira, and Germanc Coelho, former
Secretary of Education in the Arraes Adninistration.) It had originally
been thought that the 1ist had been drswn up by the Fourth Army but it was
later discovered that it had its origin in the Economics Faculty itself,

i

1/ On March 12, the Eccnomics Faculty suspended 13 students for a peried of
three years for alleged subyersive activities under the terms of
Decree 477 of February 25, 1965. On March 18, the Dentistry Faculty
suspended T students for an equal period under the same decres (see .
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Professors, however, have been hardest hit in Ferafba. There, 27 professors
have been forced our of their teaching positions when their contracts were

n0t renewed. Most were in the philosophy faculties, but thres gconomics
professors were also included. This total includes professors at both the

MILITARY %E m E]E SCENES: A retired Army General, Henry Wilson,
who 15 a professor at the conomics Faculty, is behind much of the witche
hunting there. The BWrprisingly large percentage of military officers
enrolled in the Economics Faculty is another contributing factor. (Roberto
noted that 11 of the Q0-some students he teaches this year are military
officers. The percéntage wasz even higher last year, he seid). The mmber
of officers who are ftudents is Particularly high in economics, engineering,
and other technical fields. University attendance ig fncouraged by the
Armed Porces. This i85 1in line with the expanded national security concept

which envisages greater military participation in key sectors of Political,
sccial and economic activity.
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to the Rector, Federsl University of Parafba;
Robert A. Riccio, Cultural Affairs Officer

PLACE: Consulate General, Recife

(In sddition to her position as Administrative Assistant to the Rector,

Mics Soares is in charge of the sdministration of all scholarship assistance
provided by the Federal University of Parafba. She is alsc a professor of
German and an accomplished linguist. During her student days she traveled

to th m;m'ﬂ- um h.” st s
President of the Luﬂﬂ:ﬁmctmte of thx of & —

Federal University at the time of the 1964 revolution, when she was con-
sidered by the suthorities to be a "leftist.” Over the years she has
proven to be one of the two or three most thoughtful and reliable 1SIS
sources in Parafba. She recently won a Fulbright scholarship and will
travel to the United States later this year.)

* & %

According to Miss Soares, more than 230 students at the Federal University
of Parafba have been prevented from registering because of political
reasons. The technigue belng used to force students out of the mniversity
iz the refusal of scholarship ssslstance, even the limited amount availabls,
on political grounds. The punitive process is being administerad by the
Bector's Chefe de Gabinete without the direct involvensnt of .the Reclor;
who assiducusly seeks to avold political entanglements. Thus, the Chefe

de Gabinete is allowed a free hand to act as a "political surveyor.

Punitive measures have alsc been turned against the faculty. Seven
profegsors of the Faculty of Human Sciences alone hawve been dismissed. The
"foreigners" among the professors have been "repatriated” to France or
"S§o Paulo.” (CQMUENT: We had previcusly heard from other sources that
a major purge of allegedly subversive students was undervay in Farafba.
The foregoing report, however, provides the most detalled information To
iste on the methods being used to accomplish this end. It ls the first
indication which has come to our attention of the systematic denial of
scholarship assistance on pelitical grounds.
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