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SUBJECT: ARREST OF AMERICAN RESEARCHERS.

EMBASSY SHOULD STRONGLY URGE INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED TO MAKE
FULL REPORT TO POLICE AND TO EMBASSY IN WRITING. OFFERING
EMBASSY FACILITIES TO DO S0 IF NECESSARY. COPY OF REPORTS
SHOULD BE SENT ARA/BR SOONEST.

CONCUR FULLY YOUR RECOMMENDATION BRING MATTER TO ATTENTION
FONOFF AND GENERAL FRANCA. SUGGEST YOU ALSO APPROACH
SECRETARY GENERAL JUSTICE MINISTRY AND APPROPRIATE STAL%FF
LEVEL OFFICIAL IN OFFICE OF PRESIDENT IN BRASILIA WHEN YOU
HAVE THE REPORTS.

FYI - ROETT RECEIVED FULL FIELD CLEARANCE IN 19k2 AS FSO
CANDIDATE AND CURRENT CHECK FBI RECORDS REVEALS NO
DERA%OGATORY INFO. END FYI. &
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SUBUECT ARR%EI;OF AMERTCAN RESEARCHERS

1+ CARLOS:!Me PELAEZs AID CONTRACTOR. UNDER THE VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY
PROGRAMs WERNER;' AER, DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICSs VANDERBILT
UNTVERSTITY-AND .CONSULTATNT TO: FORD! FOUNDATION IN BRAZIL» AND
RIORDAN ‘ROETT» ALSO OF VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY, WERE P}CKED

UP BY BRAZILIAN SECURITY' AGENTS, PRESUMABLY ' DOPSs ON THE' EVENING
OF JUNE 13e¢- ACCORDING: TO THEIR ACCOUNTS, THEY WERE ‘HELD:
INCOMMUNICADO: FOR MORE' THAN: SIX HOURS AND: SUBJECTED TO HEAVY
INTERROGATIONs MAINLY DEALING WITH! THEIR POLITICAL: OPINIONSs
WHILE: NONE SUFFERED: PHYSICALLY HARMs THEY WERE SUBJECTED TO
INDIGNATIES AND: TREATED: ROUGHLY (PRODDED WITH GUNS»

THREATENED, FOUL: LANGUAGE USED)s THE: APARTMENT OF TWQO OF

THE' VISITING: RESEARCHERS: WAS THOROUGHLY RANSACKED AND SEVERAL
PERSONAL: ITEMS WERE. STOLEN (CAMERA» JEWELRY, MONEY)e AT NO

TIME WOULD THE AGENTS IDENTIFY THEMSELVES: AND THE PRISONERS
WERE BLINDFOLDED TO AND FROM WHAT WE SUSPECT TO BE THE 3|ST
GUANABARA POLICE PRECINCT WHERE THEY WERE: QUESTIONED.

PELAEZ ABOUT TWO HOURS AFTER THE: SUBJECTS HAD BEEN TAKEN AWAY »
ALL EFFORTS WERE MADE TO' LOCATE THEM AND AFFECT:THEIR RELEASE.
IT IS:NOT KNOWN: IF THE SUBJECTS WERE FREED: AS A RESULT OF THE
EMBASSY'S INGQUIRIESs» AS ALL SECURITY AGENCIES DENIED INVOLVEMENT.

5 2+ THE EMBASSY WAS NOTIFIED OF THE INCIDENT BY THE WIFE' OF
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3+ LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES: OF THE FORD' FOUNDATION: AND THE VANDERBILT
UNIVERSITY PROGRAM ARE:'CONCERNED' OVER THE. [MPLICATIONS THIS
INCIDENT MAY' HAVEI FOR THEIR: PRESENT PROJECTS AND FOR THEIR
FUTURE' IN BRAZIL+e THEY ARE COMMUNICATING' THETR CONCERN TO  THEIR
HOME' OFFICES THIS AFTERNOON: AND: THE DEPARTMENT MAY WELL. RECEIVE
INQUIRIES. .OR' REQUESTS FOR: ACTION: FROM. THEM&

42 WE! HAVE. RECOMMENDED: TO' INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED THAT :
THEY MAKE! FULL' REPORT TO: POLICE. IFi THEY DO SO AND' IF DEPT
PERCEIVES NO' OBUECTIONS, EMB' PLANS: TO: BRING THEIR .
COMPLAINI?TO’ATTENIION?OF;FONOFFFATEASSTJSECY GEN LEVEL: AND
TO'ATTENTION’OFEGUANABARA‘STATEaDIRECTOR OFi PUBLIC SECURITY,
GENERAL  FRANCA " :

Se COMMENTs THE: ARREST' OF THE THREE: SUBJECTS MAY HAVE BEEN
PART OF A. GENERALI ROUND-UP: OF INDIVIDUALS WHO MIGHT HAVE: ANY
INFORMATION: COONCERNING THE: ABDUCTORS OF GERMAN' AMBASSADQR
HOLLEBENs IT MAY ALSO HAVE: BEEN: RELATED' TO: UNSUBSTANTIATED
DENUNCIATIONS: MADE' ' TO BRAZILIAN EMBASSY WASHINGTON! CONCERNING
ROETTo IT IS DOUBTFUL THERE: WAS: ANY CONNECTTON. BETWEEN THE
ARRESTS:ANDéTHE!WORKWTHESEgORGANEZATIONSuARE~DOING%PN~BRAZIL°
THIS® APPEARS TO' BE! AN ISOLATED INCIDENTs THERE IS NOTHING

TO' SUGGEST  THAT' THE: SUBUECTS' WILL' BE: SUBJECTED TO' ANY FURTHER
HARASSMENTS: OR THAT ANY OTHER AMERICANS. WILL! BE SINGLED: qUT"
FOR QUESTIONINGe
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ie EMBASSY RECEIVED: DETAILED REPDORT OF POLICE ARREST FROM
AMERICAN RESEARCHERS' AFTERNOON 'JUNE: 16 (POUCHING COPY ARA/BR ),
I HAD: LONG DISCUSSION JUNE 17 WITHi NICHOLSON: (FORD: FOUNDATION?
ROETT» AND BAER: TO UNDERSCORE ‘OUR' CONCERN' AND' DESCRIBE:

ACTION WE'PROPQOSED' TD TAKE= NICHOLSON EXPRESSED: HIS AGREEMENT.
THAT AFTERNOON NICHOLSON AND: CONSUL: WALLACE: MET WITH -GENERAL
FAUSTINO» CHIEF! OF CABINET OF GUANABARA STATE SECURITY SECRE-
TARIAT TO DELIVER: DETAILED. STATEMENTS OF THREE ARRESTED: PROFES=
SORS WITH COVERING!'.LETTER: FROM NICHOLSON REQUESTING: INVESTIGATIONe
WALLACE MADE BRIEF' ORAL! REMARKS INDICATING: EMBASSY .CONCERN AND
STATING QUR. INTENTION TAKE MATTER UP: WITH. FONOFF's FAUSTINO
SEEMED FULLY PREPARED ACCEPT ASSUMPTION THAT INCIDENT ‘WaS:

WORK: OF POLICESs EXPLAINING THAT .AFTER KINDNAPPING OF AN
AMBASSADOR PDLICE' MUST (UNDERTAKE! WIDEST 'POSSIBLE SEARCH FOR
CLUESs MANY ANONYMOUS DENUNCIATIONS ARE RECEIVED» HE SAID3

OF TEN THEY ARE ‘UNFOUNDED BUT’ ALLI MUST BE CHECKED OUT. FAUSTINO
PROMISED ‘DISCUSS INCIDENT WITH :HIS: CHIEF, GENERAL: FRANCA,

AND ARRANGE FUBTHER APPOINTMENT WITH EMBo

BRASILIA WILL TAKE MATTER UP: AT ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL:

2o AS SOON AS PERTINENT :DDCUMENTS ARRIVE THERE:» EMBASSY
(ij:) LEVEL. AT FOREIGN :OFFICEs EMBASSY WILL DELIVER AIDE MEMOIRE
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WHICH' TRANSMITS COPY OF: REPORT» EXPRESSES US' CONCERN, AND
REQUESTS INVESTIGATION: AND INFORMATION AS: TO 'RESULTS.

3. REPORT OF INCIDENT SUGGESTS POSSIBILITY THAT POLICE o
COMMENCED 'THIS ACTION INITIALLY IN EFFORT:TO: CHECK: ON: BRAZILIAN
WHO! OWNED APARTMENT2 .AND NOT OUT' OF! SUSPICIONS CONCERNING ‘U8
ORGANIZATIONS: ORI INDIVIDUALS® UNFORTUNATELY, HOWEVER, I

CANNOT BE CONFIDENT THAT FONOFF WILL!BE: ABLE: TO: EXPLAIN

REASONS FOR INCIDENT TO US» SINCE POLICE' MAY REFUSE! TO-RELEASE
DETAILSe _

io WE WILL OFi COURSEI FOLLOW UP OUR' INITIAL APPROACHES: TO
FONOFF! AS: NECESSARY e AS: FOR APPROACHES: TO' JUSTICE MINISTRY
AND! OFFIGE OF: PRESIDENT, ] WOULD! PREFER: NOT' TO' USE' THESE!
EMANNELS UNDER ‘PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES.e IN WAKE: OF KIDNAPPING
OF GERMAN: AMBASSADORa POLICE! AND! SECURITY' PROBLEMS' ARE:- EXTREMELY
DELICATE: NOWs (AS 'DEPT" AWAREY FONOFF RESENTFUL' OF: BONN'S
SUPPOSED EFFORTS TO: GET US: YO’ TIGHTEN PRESSURE ON GOB: TO
RELEASE HOSTAGESe) IN MY JUDGMENT, APPROACHES TO THESE
ADDITIONAL GOB: OFFICES: WOULD! BE: PREJUDICIALI TO WHATEVER
CHANCES EXIST FOR SAT]SFACTORY FONOFF: RESPONSEs THEY 'COULD
ALSO' JEOPARDIZE: MY EFFECTIVENESS! IN: THIS ENTIRE: AREA.

5. NICHOLSON PRESENT INTEREST APPEARS TO: BE' OBTAINING
ASSURANCES AGAINST' FURTHER MOLESTATION OF: THIS: SORT, AVOIDING
MEANWHILE ‘PUBLICITY WHICH COULD DAMAGE US<BRAZILIAN. RELATIONS,
AS WELL' AS FUTURE! OFIHIS' PROGRAM&
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1& AT 'THEJR! REQUEST). AMERICAN RESEARCH PRUFESSORS‘INVOLNED
INHJUNE: |2 INCIDENT? ACCOMRANIED' BY REPRESENTATEVES OF) FORD:
FOUNDATION, CALLED"ON GUANABARA: PUBLIC: SECURTTY OFFICTALBS
THEN HAD GONE: TD SEElGENERAL FRANCA BUT WERE! RECEUVED BY :HIS
CHEFE! DE' GABINETE! FAUSTIND: AND: LOWER: 'RANKING' OFFICERS - THE'
PROFESSORS TOLD: FAUSTINO(THAT THE: PURPOSE; OF'THEJR VISIT WAS
TO CLEAR FULLY THEIR! RECORDS: WITH THE BRAZILTAN!AUTHORITIES AND
VOLUNWARILY ANSWER' ANY" FURTHER QUESTIONS: 0NITHEIR|ACTIYTTIES
INI BRAZIL!'TO ACHIEVE THIS PURPOSED THEY HOPEDi 'T0O: AVOID' A.
REPETITION OF: THETRnEARLTER EXPERIENCE®

REFW :RI0'S 4740 ANDI 4]32: rs 1

2% ACCORDJNG TC: PROFESSQORI ROETTS FAUSTINO: RESPONDED! ‘THAT .AS:

FAR!H AS: SECURITY WAS CONCERNED THE! PROFESSOREB' WERE! CLEARED ‘OF ' ANY
IMPLECATIDN IN THE: KIDNAPPING oF| AMBﬂSSADDR VON' HOLLEBEN®
THIS!-DID NOT:MEAN THAT  THEY WOULD NOT BE! PiCKEDlUPJFDR QUESTIONING
AG&IN IF' SECURITY THOUGHT THEY WERE! INI ANY' WAY: IMPLUC&TED

IN SUBSEQUENT SUBVERSIVE' EVENTSo ME 'SAID THAT ' THEY MIGHT IMPLICATE
THEMSELVES BY THE! TYPE! QF PEOPLE! THEY INTERVIEHED OR WITH WHOM
THEN HAD: CONTACW- F%USTINOLADDED THAT THE! HETHDDS ‘USED' BY 'SECURITY
AGENTS' WERE: AN INTERNAL MATTER NOT OPEN: TO ‘DTSCUSSION®
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AGAIN: ACCORDING: TD: PROFs . ROETT; FORD! REPRESENTATIVES!
wERE DISMAYED: ABOUT THE! MEETTING AT PUBLIC( SECURTITY:AND: THE' THREE
RESEARCHERS! LEFT FEEL[NGS: MORE: INSECURE! THAN: BEFORE ROETT AND
BAEIR!I SUGGESTED' TO! EMBOFFi THAT IN' TIMES: OF'CRISIS: AMERLCAN
REESEARCHERS: SHOULD! BE! ADVISED: TO: TELEPHONE: THE! EMBASSY 'ONCE;
A/ DAY AND "TWAT | THE! DEPARTMENT SHOULD/ ADVISE! AMERTCAN: ACADEMICTANS!
ABOUT" THE 'HARASSMENTS THEY MAY BEI SUBJECTED' TOrAS: A RESULT :QF:
THETR: RESEARCH' IN' BRAZIL| BEFORE! THEY DERARTTTHEI'US% EMBOFF!
REPLIEDI THAT: THE: JUNE' 12° INCIDENT WAS: AN .ISOUATED INSTANCE ‘WITHOUT
PRECEDENT .AND: THAT" IN H1S: OPINION: CONDITIONS: WERE::NOT“SUCH ‘TO:
wARRANT SUCH: DRASTTCIACTIONc
ks THELEMBASSY HAS: STILL;NOT RECE{VED: MORE! THAN‘ANIINTERIM
REPLY'TQ “ITS: AIDESMEMOTRE! OF ! JUNE' 190 g
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