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I'iemorandum About the Events of Friday ancl Saturday, June 12 anrl Li., IITO

By-: Riorclan rìoett, Department of poritÍcar science,
itlashville, Terrnessee, U. S.A.

Vanderbilt University,

I returned to the apartment in Arpoador, Rua Francisco Octarriano, tB5,
apt. 21¡ at about 6:15 p.m., Friday evening, June 12. Entering by the back
entrance, through the kitchen, r confronted a group of armed men with d.rawn
guns - approximateþ eight to ten rten i in sports clothes, against a back-
ground of total disorder in the apartment. After searching rne, exarnining
my wallet, they directed me to sit down in the living room where r found.
Professor ltlerner Baer who hãd. entered. the apartrnent sometime earrier.

fne lead'er of the group demanded. to know r+ho "Carlos".rnras. At the
moment I couldntt recollect knor¡ing anyone named carlos. He asked me if
I knev¡ a "Camen". I replie<ì that I d.id not. The next question dealt rrith
santa Teresa and 1f I knew a Ïromarr with four chirdren who lived. there. r
repried' no, that the only friend.s i had who lived in santa Teresa were North
Americans and long-time resid.ents of Rio d.e Janeiro.

Again, they asked- ¡ne who carloÈ v¡as. At this point the maid. in the
apartment entered the conversatÍon and vohrnteered the information that the
name of the son of the ort:ner of the apartment ryàs Carlos. Suddenly r re-
coll-ected that his motherrs nanie r+as carrnen. r e>çrained. to the group read.er
that2 vesr r d'id- know a "calîrten" the owner of the apartment with whom r hacL
spoken 1 or \ times in rooking for the apartment to rent and that r had.
spoken v¡ith her son but d-id- not knorv his nalne. r tord them he r4¡as a deniist
rivine Ín Ribeirão Preto, são Pauro. TLre lead.er of the group then asked. me
who "carlos Peraez-" was. r responded- that he hrg.s a university correague, a
member of the Department of Bconomics, in Brazil- on a uSAID contract ancl
engaged in economic research. They a.sked me if I knerq where he l-ived.. I said
yes" the ad.d.ress, r tord them, rvas in an add.ress book r had reft in my bed-
room l¡hen r reft the-apartment that afternoon. lhey sent nie to get the book.
r found' my bedroom in totar d-isorder and. after some searching found the book.
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The ad.dress i.n the book seered to ccnfirm theprofessor pelaez r.¡hich seemecr. to be i.¡¡i-tten orr"u*"ss 
they haci for

by the leader of the gr.ou¡D 
-v ¡r¿¿uue! on a piece of paper he1¿

'ruring this time'r'ìre requests oÍ professor Baer ancr myself tobe al_l-orred to notify the Ameriean Embassy r redeniecì our request for thern to iclentify theniseldeniecl' 
The group arso

of their forced entr¡, into our ".rr]--l* 

u¡reÍrserves or for an erçlanation
tnät tne apartment hacl been """::Ï:T"ll; "Ï 

nor'¡ it had becorne obrrious
and books had been exami.ned. onry rater r,¡þurd ï.i:ï""ï":ïiJï:;had store' a considerable a,rount of pèrsonal effects fro¡n my roomj arist of tire missin€ items is attached to this memorenol¡n.(.-
.n" "nïi,"=ï.:; ;: ::: 

" 
::ï:Jiïï;::,ï, ï:"ïï ïlî", ;::""."si¡eater because it misht become coLd. Iater i¡that I preferrerr not to tor.u " ."-----,]":^-t*:: 

in the evening' I',hen r saict
left the aparrmenr. r\ry ¡riurl,l]-i:: ln"I 

insisted' At g*npoint, i¡e

:, 
Ji ::, i::';: ::,i'i:ï::iJ,'":,ïï"and personar papers, accompanied us. und.er gunpoint r ,,uas put into theback seat of a jeep. ,.,.¡e drove to lpanema along the beach from Árpoad.or.Tnere ,,.,€re ihree men in the jeep in addition to nyself; one of these threer¡as the apparent reader of the group r^¡ho had forced. their ir,ay Ínto theapartment. The jeep had to stop a nr¡mber of t.

'T: 

"::::i. 

"ff::î".I.""up in front of the apartment¡ I eniered the elevator of the building uitha gun in n¡y back ',"{th the trrree occupants of the jeep. ;¡/e rode one f100rto the pelaez apartmentj Àfrs. peraez opened the door and rrhen she sa* me
invited' us in- professo¡ pelaez appeared armost immeciiatery frora the
;:ffi:rr:rïï*enr cr¡essect in bermu<Ìa shorts. Afrer greering me,
rhev told hi, i;;;î;:":T.*" ,:åiïï"::-". rvhar rhev r.,.ârred.
a reguest for identifi¡a+.r^'^ .

lrife inte¡vened 
Lentification by professor pelaez rr,as denied.r hisand repeated the request. .Tlr"y 

told her not to
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to become nervous. .Iis botìr professor pelaprogressively nervous, I :ras *.;---"":. 
relaez ancl his lrÍfe

After ten ninutes the thru,u 
tahen, at gun point, dor,,nstaii"ere 

becoming

) men retu¡ned ro rhe jeep ancl 
":".*:î:ï:.

three blocks; the jeep stopped at the corner- of Rua r\.lo¡tenegro ancl vis_;;:î::":iï'i""ï",""; ïffijj f* 
ten minu,es ro,ror¡ed ber¡¡een

a caf4zinho at a corner caf,,
se emi ngr.y long -rime .,i 

"ito" i'r. ïl :f 
;::::ï": :ï::"îL:ï.',:i:-

nr""*"llï; :ll -"d.""Ji."""eded '¿ithout stopping rigain ro the head-
rolded during the rasr ,"" "o,l,lrt:"]"'i::Ï"t 

Jo minutes' r ¡ras br-ind-

i :" il -ff ï*'ri"ïñ ï fl*."**# .î'Ëi#jf".,"" -
Ambassad.or. I told them that f regarded kidj

:: :Ï, ï;i;ï:ï"'J: 
", 

" att emp*o n,," JllÏ î"',* ï,ffi ï":ac 
t i c

erse ï kners about terrori"r.t"t"trian 
regime' They wanted to knor¡ r,¡hat

and identifÍed other groups o""rr*-r]_*îi*1 
gl'oups and r briefl-y discussed

brie*y 
"o,,.u,' 

other sroups J:r.åtÏff" America and in Brazir-. rrted on the poÌitical probl-ems crsov'ernment in deali4g r¡*h the kidnappÍr:g of ;lHli"rhe. 
B¡azirian

as to whv t',¡o Ge¿ran A¡nbassado""-;;î^: :]_¡ne 
Ambassador. l specurated.

short period 
", ,rî". ä""" i¡s 

had been kid¡apped r¡ithin a rerativeþ
years. poLitif 

time' These questions have be

s,ibjecr or my ;ä"î:"::"ï::;ï.*';ï"',ï ;lilïï" îï -ïJ'"*
one or the major emphases in mv ,,;;:::.::":" 

and in the united srares and
response to t¡,ul 

emphases in my universÍtv teaching. unfortunatery, r:y

il:,,îä"ï{i;*ï".*x:ïr"ï.ïil:":::ï,"_,:;: j*;iïii:"
in Latin America. 

ut revorutionary-terrorist 
groups operating

Iie briefþ dÍscussed the ¡in thei¡ opinion. These issues 
rajor problems confronting the u¡.are inrration, race, ";;;";:: ,:irïr-::
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readership. The¡r ¿5¡so rrie rqy opinion of John r. äennecly, stokereycarrdcìraer, ancÌ i,rartin Luther Ki'*. The present activism of the¡l¡;rerican university stuclents interestecl them and ryhen r said that theBrazirian universities seernecì quiet in conürast to rvorth American
calnpuses, they laughed.

i'nren rre arrived. at their headquarters, r r¿as red b'indfor_de.through a courtyard-, up a set of stairs, into a smalr room r.rhere mybrindford r,,'as removed. professor Baer iras sitting in the room. r r¡astord' to sit next to him but not to attempt to converse r¡ith hÍm, Thechief guard in the room rvas a young man of about 20 hording a pistoJ-;he rvas not a member of the origÍnar band at the apartment. The room r,¡asfreshþ painted grey.r r'¡ith old office f\rrniture arranged. haphazard.ly.rt had a pl-ain ivood-en froor. shortþ thereafter, professor pel_aez camein' brindfolded, and told to sit d.o;r.n. l^¡ÍthÍn about thirty minutes r wastord to go into an adjoining room and rr,ait. At gunpoint f mad.e thetransfer; f lr,as guard.ed by one man in the second. room l,rhich had. one setof wind'ovrs, tr'¡o d.oors, old office furnitr:re, and had been freshry painted..The sound of passing traffic rr,as quite audibre. T:e guard in the room,not of the original group, 'Þ/as cord'al. He rvarned. me that r had best co_operate *Íth my examiners. He tolcr me that they ¡rould just as soonreturn home that evening anc iake off theÍr shirts crean but that if ïdid not cooperate they, the examiners, l,,ourd retu¡n home l.¡ith brood.yshirts an. leave me on ih" f100". r told him r uourd cooperate if r knev¡the subjeet to be d-iscusse.. All during this tiroe he herd. a gun in hishand.. The time T.ras approxiruately 1O:OO p.m.

At about ro:lo p.m- the lead.er of the group r,¿hich hac taken us intocustody in the Arpoador apartment came into the room. He ,,,.,as accompaniedby three or four other men fro¡n the apartment group. He said that hev¡anted to exprain a fe* things to rne a'd that he v,-ourd. return to questionme shortry thereaf'ter. He proceed.ed. to say that if l: did not ansrrer hisquestions they wourd have no quaJms about puJ-ting ou1; my teeth, one by one,

I
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and' breai(ing nry arns and- Iegs. tle tolcL me to put on my- ilrirrJring cap and.
seriously consitler thc situation f Í'ound. rnyserf in. I tokj him that I
t';ould cooperate if I hner* the topics ì'rê i.¡anted. to Ínvestigate. IJe said.
that the topics r,.,-ourd be reveared. to me rater. He again ad.vise¿. rne to
cooperate because, he saicl, "já sabemos que vocâ sabe". r again requested.
that the¡r ioentify the areas of questioning they *anted. to pursuej he
replied- that he rn'ould terr ne ratero He again refused. to id.entify his
purpose or the group. r l,'as then left arone for about one hour.

At about rr:10 p.m. the read.er of the originar apartment group
appeared i'.ith three or four men. some were from the original group;
men l¡ere not. one of the latter t',.¡o ',rras deferred. to and. r gathered.
conveqsation that he ruas a superior rnernber of the group for ,.¡hom the
others had been waiting before the interrogation began. This man cond-ucted
most of the questioning r¿ith occasional queries from the man iyho led. the
group in the apartment. The first question dealt with iny und.erstanùing of
the "esquerd-a" in Brazir and r.¡hat r thought of their strength and. chances
of success. Succeeùing questions focused on the use of terror and. violence
in poritics, kidnapping, the infruence of communism¡ etc.

The presence of a tourist map of Rio d.e Janeiro in ny briefcase,
opened to Santa leresa, gave them ceuse to briefly speculate that I rnight
have been pranning to escape route of the kidnappers of the German
A¡nbassad'or' I denied this. They asked. me r.¡hen I had. first pred-icted the
kirinapping of the A;nbassador, r'rith rr¡hom r had discussed. the topie, and ,¡¡hy
I uas sure he rtourd- be ttid-napped. r repried that my conversations about
kidnapping rrere ahtays theoreticar and. acad.erric. These conversations r¿ere
held l"dth friends i'¡ho often asked- my personal opinion about poriticar
events' r have often d-iscussed. kidnapping as one of many poJ-Íticar tac-r,ics
terrorist groups use and- have used in Latin America. r provid.e<i examples
of other prominent kidaap victims to irrustrate rqy point. r attempted. to
e:çrain that my conversations about kidnapping and. terrorisn were acad.er¡ic
and' theoretical explorations of a topic of intellectual interest to me.

:: l.--_'l i: '1,
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ì''4¡ knowJ-edge oí terrorism and- terrorist activitÍes in Latin America gre-r,r
out of niy polÍtical research ani. stud;..

Ï ntentioneci- to them that n\y or/n political convictÍons r.¡ere not of a
leftist nature in my o1r{û coüntry and that r had refusecl to sign a petition
circurated' among l'forth American professors criticizing the arrest of
Professor caio Prado Junior and. arso generarry cond.emning the tactics of
the incu¡Tbent nrilitary regÍme. For personar and. professionar reasons, r
said, r r¡ourd not generarry support this sort of activity. certainry if
r rvourd. not en<iorse this form of protest, it ,,rras unrikely ï ,,rourd support
more active terrorÍst tactics. They r,¡ere interested. in the petition and.
asked me to sumrnarize it briefly ryhich I d.id.

After about 45 minutes or an hour of questioning - at about o:r5 or
o'50 a'm'- r rras d-ismissed- and. taken into the room i¿here r originarly had
been unblindforded. Professor Baer r¡as sitting there. After about ten
minutes Professor Peraez r,¡as l-ed. Ín and. tord to sit next to rne on top of
one of 'r,he dusty desks in the room. 

'le.',rere 
guardecl by the your¡g man

mentioned prerri.ously r¡ho herd. a gun or'.¡r" for the entire time. professor.
PeLaez 

"¡as 
then carled' into the room in rvhich r ha<ì been questioned.. His

questioning lasted' about ten or fifteen n-inutes. rt r¿as about r:oo or r:ro
a'm' l¡hen he emerged and- r r¡as again earred. back to be questioned again by
the same people.

the petition signed by liorth Americen professors against the Brazilian
government occupied a good. part of ihe questioning. t'¡xey d.emand.ecL to knor.¡
r','hat r had d-one i¡ith the copy of the petitj_on r had. received. through the
internationar rnairs from a correague. To the best of my recorrection, r
said', f had d-estroyed. it" They did. not seerr to believe this fyom the
expression of their faces. The reacÌer of the originar group in ihe
apartment asked me about n'y professÍonar actirrities. He asked me r.¡hat uere
the qualities a good. researcher required. and I said. i-¡ne of them r,ras a good.
memory - he tord- me if that was true r should be abre to terl the¡n more
than r had ancl r repried- that r had. rittle else of r,,revance to rerate to
them.

t'
si
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rt r'¡as ciuring this seconcL tirne period tì:ai the âtmosphere changecl
markecirlr bet''¡een my interrogators ancl nyself. The me:n in the room -,,¡ith
me beca'¡ile increasingly frÍenclþ. r r.¡as asked to s,rnirerize in r.riting ihepetitÍon of North American professors. A copy of ray o,rrn curriculum vitae
r*as taken from my briefcase and r r,,"s cri.rected, firs!, to print my na,nein furl, mv a€er occupation, and. institutionar affiriation. This r ùid
on the top harf of the back of the vitae sheet. on the bottom harf of
the back of the vitae sheet r r,rrote, in portuguese, a factuar summary ofthe petition, reconstructecl to the best of Í\y memory. I{hile r lrrote these
both out, a member of the original group in the apartment guard.ed me, I,{e
entered- into a long politicar conversation. A young rnan of about 10 ot 15the saio that it r'¡as necessary to root out the ord, poriticians and corn-ipt
bu¡eaucrats from the government. He sa.id. tha',, his generation r,¡ould haveto sacrifice itself so that the next generation r,¡ourd benefit. The govern-
ment had' to be purged' and- reorganized. and. that r.¡as the goar of the miritary
regime

At this point r had finished the summary r,rhich he delivered to hissuperiors' r asked Íf r shourd take r,rith me my briefcase and the books
and documents contained therein i'¡hich sat on one of the d,esks in the room.After ehecking rrith someone in another part of the house, he said thatI cou1d.

;Professors Baer gnd pelaez carrre into the room at this time. ïLle
atmosphere I'¿'âs quite inforrnar and. even jocurar. After some cornments about
hor¡ scared' t"'e l'¡ere, Ì'¡e l{e?e informed that we r¡ourd be taken bl-inclforded. toa car and. returned- to the city. Again r asked if they rvourd identifþ
themserves. r asked- if they beronged. to sNr. Laugrring, the man irrho had.red the questioning said that r had. been right about a nr¡mber of thirrgsthat evening but that r.¡as not one of thern,

.Ï collected rny briefcase afti ruas blind.for<Ìed. and carefurþ led do,,r,r¡-stairs' kofessors Baer and Pelaez forrorred.. The car- professor Baerf s
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car fron the Fo¡d Found.atiorr - r::âs cìriven by one of the rnen from the
apartnent accornpanie<i by another of that group. rt rvas about r:Jo a.m.
After orirring about tr+eniy minutes v¡e trere told to take off our blÍnd.-
fords. lfe Ìrere on Avenid.a presiclen-r,e vargas. The tr.¡o men got out of
the car, said- good night, aslçed us to excuse anybhing they had. cì.one r,pong.
ItIe d-rove off¡ returned. hofessor Pelaez to his apartment in Ipanema¡ and
proceed.ed to notify the Ford Foundation Acting Representative, Stanley
Nicholson, and- the American Embassy.
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Rio d.e Janeiro, 15 June L9TO.
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