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Embargo is to facilitate
your work and our work. : IVMEDIATE

' Geneva, 22 July 1970

Report on Police Repression and Tortures inflicted upon Political
Opponents and prisoners in Brazil

I. Introduction

©
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This report gives a summary of a file made available to the I.C.J.
The file contains three different cetegories of evidence:

1. Documentq and statements of ev1dbnce emanating from certdln Brazilian
jails end concentration CampSs., These documents were secretly removed
from the places of detention and handed over to the reporters.

2. . Documents and statements given to the reporters by ex-political pri-
soners who had either escaped or were in exile outside Brazil. The most
recent of these documents (end of June)came, inter alia, from the spokes-
man of the group of students and militants who were exchanged for the G~r~

man Ambassador. This group of 40 persons is now in Alglmrs.

" 3. Statements of evidence and observaticns gathered by the reporters-
~during several visits to Brazil, the last of which was in June 1970,

Of necessity the report is fragmentary. Nevertheless it gives an
account of some particularly disturbing aspects of the political and legal
situation in Brc21l today. T ' '

y of observers are agreed that there exists today in

The vest majorit
Brazll a latent civil war situation. The expression is used spec1__cally
by the “Neue Zuercher Zeitung" (issue of July Sth, 1970). In this civil
£

war the repressive forces of *he military dictatorship on the one hand
confront a diversity of oppositi on groups on the other. A brief identi-
fication of the parties involved in the conflict is called for:
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1. The princinal organs of Government charped with repression:
These organs are of different typas. As Brazil 3is at leas® formally
a Federal Republic, it is first appropriate to distinguish between Pederal,

State and locel organs.
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III. Active Coposition

The Navy has the CENTMA
i police.
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Finally, armed members cf certa

On the other hend, due to the Military take-over
the distinction between military and civil police

In other words: at a Federal level the nilitary
entitled to determine the form and strategy of the
the feceral civil police named DOPS, exists the
onage servite of the armed forces: +the NIS (National

In addition to these two bodies, the land, naval

their own méans of repression. The Land Forces
s comnosed of speclal and separate units (PE -policia
R (Naval Investigation Centre) and

¢ is the criminal police machinery, the judicial
“military™ police (being a kind of uniformed police who-
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el pelice structure there are a number of repressiv
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e best known being an activist group from the Nationa-
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